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milestone for the development of astronomy at a national and global
level.

My satisfaction becomes even greater, when considering the long
and winding path that Chile and ESO had to follow these last years, to
reach this place and this occasion. We all know of the difficulties
encountered and the misunderstandings, which have now been happi-
ly overcome, but which at some point threatened the completion of this
project.

However, I believe it is important to say that during that process the
Government permanently supported ESO, in order to enable the Or-
ganisation to continue developing and extending its activities in Chile.
We did this not only because of the international commitment under-
taken by the State and to follow Chilean tradition in honouring engage-
ments of international treaties but also because we thought that the
development of ESO’s activities in the country, within a clear legal
frame, would not only benefit world science, but also Chile’s scientific
development in its most important regions.

Our point of view is validated today, since the Paranal Observatory
will not only benefit ESO’s activities but will also redound to the benefit
of Chilean scientists who will thus have access to a facility which would
otherwise have been completely beyond their reach.

For this reason, this ceremony, which follows the signing of the
Instruments of Ratification and Approval of the Interpretative, Supple-
mentary and Amending Agreement of the 1963 Convention, consti-
tutes not only the end of a difficult process, but also the beginning of a
new relationship of co-operation and understanding between Chile
and ESO, which is a mature, consolidated and equal relationship in
which both parties benefit.

The consolidation of the legal-political relationship between Chile
and ESO warrants a steady development for ESO’s activities, within a
framework of mutual benefit and also warrants the extension of these
activities in the future.

Furthermore, through the recognition of the legitimate aspirations
of the national sectors more directly involved in ESO’s activities, an
equal relationship is established, because the acknowledgement of

the rights of Chile and its citizens in labour and scientific matters
constitute an adequate counterpart to Chile’s contribution to ESO.

By establishing permanent bodies of co-operation and for the
resolution of controversies between Chile and ESO, the Organisation
becomes closely linked to the scientific and technological develop-
ment of the country.

Finally, this relationship has pilot character in several aspects, such
as environmental protection, rights of Chilean workers in foreign public
organisations and the rights of the national scientific community. We
trust that it will set an example for future agreements related to
astronomy, subscribed by the country in the next years.

In this context, I would like to express that the Government wel-
comes the establishment of the „Foundation for the Advancement of
Astronomy”. This initiative was started by Chilean astronomers who
have obtained awards in sciences, and it is supported by the Director
General of ESO, Prof. Riccardo Giacconi. We believe that this founda-
tion, complemented by the action of other organisations that bring
Chile and ESO together, will play an important role in administering
resources for the advancement of astronomy in Chile and will promote
international co-operation in this field.

Mr. President, Your Majesties, we are gathered in this impressive
scenery to take part in a ceremony which has resulted from the strong
and visionary co-operation between the Government of President Frei
and ESO. We also take this opportunity to thank the many scientists
who have participated in this project with all their effort, the workers
who have accomplished it and also the Chilean Congress, represent-
ed here by Senators of the Region, for the continuous support. We
hope that the Cerro Paranal Observation Centre may soon become
operational and that the work carried out on these premises, both by
Chilean and foreign guests, may redound to a greater knowledge of
the Universe, as well as to clearer benefits for ESO, for its Member
States, one of which is the Kingdom of Sweden, and for Chile. In this
spirit I would like to express my best wishes for the success of this new
adventure in science.

Thank you very much.

Translation of Speech by H.E. President Eduardo Frei
Your Majesties, Excellencies, Ambassadors, authorities, and a very

special greeting to the President of the ESO Council, Dr. Peter Creola,
and the Director General, Prof. Giacconi, esteemed friend.

As I contemplate this enterprise, in the middle of the desert, made
possible through the joint effort of a group of European countries, their
scientific communities and astronomers, on one hand, and of the
Chilean nation, its workers, engineers and scientists, on the other, I feel
not only deeply gratified but, also, extremely proud.

This is a concrete signal of how our country is becoming increasingly
inserted in the international community. And not only in economic
terms.

It is certainly true that our country is, nowadays, closely linked to
international trade. This year we have completed our association with
the MERCOSUR, we have achieved strong ties with the European
Union and, for the first time in history, we have signed a Free Trade
Agreement with an industrialised country: Canada.

But there are other aspects as well, where we are becoming
positively integrated to the rest of the world. Today, our political relations
with the community of nations are at a very high level, which would have
seemed unfeasible a few years ago. Democracy has brought us closer
to the rest of the world and has restored the prestige historically enjoyed
by the nation.

In the field of scientific co-operation we have also made progress.
The establishment of this observatory is a good example of it.
Astronomers from Europe and other countries will come and work here,
and the most prominent Chilean astronomers will be given the
opportunity of carrying out their research projects.

This opens multiple opportunities for collaboration and creates an
extremely valuable platform for training young Chilean astronomers.
Our main universities will benefit, as well as the country as a whole,
since we will become the seat of one of the most advanced
astronomical observatories in the world.

I believe that all these joint activities with industrially and scientifically
advanced countries are vitally important, since our own challenge, as
far as modernisation is concerned, is the challenge of upgrading our
own capabilities in the fields of science and technology.

Chile would not be able to project itself creatively towards the future,
nor to create a modern society, if economic growth and the generation
of opportunities for people are not simultaneously coupled with the
application of frontier technologies in production, in industry, in
agriculture, in services and State management.

Perhaps this is one of the greatest challenges we face. The
successful achievement of this goal calls for the joint effort of
universities, enterprises and the Government. We are working every
day towards this end, through the modernisation of education, which is
the very basis of the building we must construct. Without education,
there would be no future, nor democracy, nor growth, nor competitive-
ness and we would be unable to create a fairer and more equitable
society.

Finally, I would like to take this occasion to publicly express our
appreciation to the ESO Member States, to the Organisation itself, its
executives and to all those in Chile who have contributed in this task
and to say that when I took office there were not only stones, but rocks
on the path, but there was also the political will to overcome them, since
we could not allow hindrances in the construction of this great
enterprise.

At the same time, I would like to avail myself of the presence of Their
Majesties, the King and Queen of Sweden, to express our gratitude to
them. And also, to tell them that our academic community is deeply
indebted to their country, for the support provided to hundreds of
Chilean researchers and professors, during their years of exile in
Sweden, as well as for the support given to a great number of national
institutions that have sustained and developed in Chile, thanks to
international collaboration, which was particularly generous and active,
in the case of Sweden.

Finally, a special remembrance to the fact that in 1969 my father,
President Eduardo Frei Montalva, inaugurated the La Silla Observa-
tory, in the presence of a distinguished personality, former Prime
Minister Olaf Palme. The world is small and history is repeating itself.
Today, with great joy we are saying “go ahead” to this great enterprise
which points to the future and will foster development in our country.

Thank you very much.


