
figure 4: ID:3Q p.m.: m d y  to go. Figure 5: 00:30 a.m.: or7 the w3y to REOSC plan!. 

REOSC representatives. tests, the accelerations experienced to be ~0nfirm6-d after the data recorded 
Preliminary observations seem to were well bdow the critical values for a by the vibration sensors will be reduced. 

show that even during the toughest Zerodur mirror. This, of course, wHI have That should be done by the end of June. 

Introducing the First VLT Instrument Science Teams 
J. M. BECKERS, ESO 

As described in the Messenger 85, 
page 10, ESO has embarked on a very 
ambitious programme of instrument 
construction for its Very Large Tele- 
scope. The simultaneous consbuction 
o# four Bmetre telescopes with four 
focus stations each as well as combined 
foci using incoherent and coherent 
beam cornbindion result in the need for 
a relatively large complement of instru- 
ments, well exceeding the initlal In- 
strumentation requirements of other 
large telssoopes like the Keck tele- 
scope. The VLT instruments are being 
constructed both in-house by the ESO 
optlcal and Infrared instrumentation 
groups and by consortia of institutes In 
ESO member countries. Recently wn- 
tracts have been slgned with a consor- 
tium headed by I. Appenzeller from the 
Landesstemwarte in Heidelberg for the 
constnrctlon of two VLT Focal Reduc- 
edspectrographs (FORS) for the 
Cawra in  foci of the first and third VLT 
8-metre tetescopes and with a consor- 
tium headed by R. Lenzen frMn the 
Max-Planck- lnstitut fur Astronomic, 
also in Heidelberg, for the construction 
of the CoudA Near Infrared Camera 
(CONICA) for the first VLT telescope. 
These Instruments were described in 
the 67th issue of the Messenger, The 
instruments being bulk by €SO are the 
Infrared Spectrograph and Array Cam- 
era (ISAAC) for the first VLT telescope 
and two copies of the UltravioleWisible 

Echslle Spectrograph (UVES) for the 
Nasmyth foci of the second and third 
VLT telescopes. 

Both the ISAAC and UVES proposals 
were reviewed and approved by the 
ESO Scientific Technical Committee 
(STC). A number of other instruments 
are In the definition phase which will 
lead to proposals for their construction 
to ESO. 

These instruments are common-user 
instruments b Jng built for the scientific 
community. They therefore have to be 
built following high standards of quali, 
reliability and standardization. ESO has 
atso decided to create for each instru- 
ment a team of scientists representing 
its user community (or "custornws"). Af- 
ter the approval of each instrument, 
either by the signing of the construction 
contract or by STC approval, such an 
Instrument Science Team Is created. 
The IST team monitors the implementa- 
tion of its instrument, concentrating on 
issues relating to its scientific use. It is 
asked for its advice on matters relating 
to thls use, and it reports directly to the 
ESO Director General and the VLT Pro- 
gramme Scientist. 

At this moment lnstturnent Sclenoe 
Teams have been formed for CONIC4 
FORS and ISAAC. UVES was only ap- 
proved recently (May 12, 1992) by the 
STC. Its IST will therefore be created 
shortly. The membership of the three 
Instrument Science Teams is as follows: 

Coud6 Near-Infrared Camera 
(CONICA) 

T. de Jang (Groningen) 
C. Perrier (Grenoble) 
M.-H. Ulrlch ESO), chair 
H. Zinnecker (WOnburg) 

Focal Reducer/Spectrograph 
(FORS) 

J. Bergeron (Paris] 
S. Cristiani (Padova) 
P. Shaver (ESO), chair 
J. Surdej (LiBge) 

Infrared Spectrograph and Array 
Camera (ISAAC) 

R. Chini (Bonn) 
G. Miley (Leiden), chair 
E. Oliva (Fireme) 
J. L Puget (Orsay) 

Each !ST has four members. For in- 
struments bulk by ESO all members are 
selected from institutes in ESO member 
countries, for instruments but else- 
where the IST is chaired by a member of 
the ESO scientific staff. These teams 
represent the future user community of 
these instruments. They therefore wel- 
come your input on scientific matten 
dating to these instruments, as doas 
the VLT Programme Scientist (the au- 
thor of this note). 


