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Astronomical News

New Staff at ESO

Eric Emsellem

"NLHMF�A@BJ�SN�$2.�����XD@QR�@ESDQ�LX�
jQRS�ONRS�GDQD��HLOQDRRHUD�BG@MFDR�HM�
&@QBGHMF�@MC�,TMHBG��@MC�@�K@QFD�BGTMJ�
NE�KHED�NM�LX�RHCD��PTHSD�@�G@OOX�AHS�HM�
E@BS
�2N�VGX�KD@UD�RTBG�@�AD@TSHETK�BHSX�
�+XNM���SGD�%QDMBG�B@OHS@K�NE�&@RSQNMNLX�
�&�R�@QD�HLONQS@MS���VHSG�RTBG�@�QDK@WHMF�
@SLNROGDQD��VNMCQNTR�RTQQNTMCHMFR��jMD�
VD@SGDQ


��

 KSGNTFG�(�B@M��UDQX�OQNA@AKX��BK@HL�
blood ties to too many wanderers and 
LHFQ@MSR��HMBKTCHMF�2VHRR��(S@KH@M��2O@M�
HRG��!DKFH@M��,@KSDRD��*@AXKD��@MC�LNQD�
QDKDU@MSKX�EQNL�5HRHFNSGR��SGHR�HR�NAUHNTRKX�
MNS�VG@S�KDC�LD�A@BJ�SN�$2.
�(�@L�HM�E@BS�
privileged enough that I can today carry 
NTS�LX�O@RRHNM�@R�@M�@RSQNMNLDQ��VGHBG�
SNNJ�GNKC�NE�LD�PTHSD�D@QKX�NM��VGHKD�
V@SBGHMF�SGD�RJX�CTQHMF�KNMF�RTLLDQ�
MHFGSR�HM�SGD�BNTMSQXRHCD�NE�%Q@MBD
�%NQ�
L@MX�XD@QR��(�ENQFNS�@ANTS�SG@S�O@RRHNM��
and after maths and physics studies in 
/@QHR��(�CHQDBSDC�LX�RSDOR�SNV@QCR�@M�
$MFHMDDQHMF�2BGNNK�HM�+XNM
�(�RNNM�QD@K�
HRDC�SGHR�V@R�@�LHRS@JD��@MC�SNNJ�LX�
chance to cross the ocean and spend 
some time at Cornell University as a Mas�
SDQR�RSTCDMS
�(�G@UD�@�CDFQDD�HM�DMFHMDDQ�
HMF��ATS�SGHR�HR�BKD@QKX�MNS�LX�jDKC��LX�jQRS�

RDKE�ATHKS�OHDBD�NE�HMRSQTLDMS@SHNM��@�K@RDQ�
BNMSQNKKDC�%@AQX�/DQNS��QDPTHQDC�O@QS�NE�
SGD�DMBKNRTQD�SN�AD�R@VM�NEE�SN�L@JD�SGD�
HMRSQTLDMS�jS�CTQHMF�BNLLHRRHNMHMF�@S�
the IRTF (NASA Infrared Telescope Facil�
HSX��'@V@HH���@MC�VDKK��HS�CHCM�S�VNQJ�
@MXV@X


(�SGDM�CDBHCDC�SG@S�l��¦"�V@R�MNS�SGD�
best temperature at which to spend my 
VHMSDQR��@MC�G@C�SGD�NOONQSTMHSX�SN�GD@C�
A@BJ�SN�+XNM�ENQ�@�/G#��VNQJHMF�NM�@KK�
RNQSR�NE�F@K@BSHB�MTBKDH��@WHRXLLDSQHB��
OQDRTLDC�SQH@WH@K��RHMFKD�NQ�CNTAKD��VHSG�
SGD�GDKO�NE�SGD�jQRS�NE�@�RDQHDR�NE�HMSDFQ@K�
jDKC�TMHSR��(%4R���SGD��HM�E@LNTR�f3(&$1t�
RODBSQNFQ@OG
�8NT�BNTKC�SGDM�D@RHKX�
QDLDLADQ�DUDQX�OHWDK�NE�DUDQX�RODBSQTL��
@MC�(�BDQS@HMKX�JMDV�D@BG�HMCHUHCT@K�KDMR�
AX�SGDHQ�MHBJM@LDR
�&KNQHNTR�C@XRl�(�SGDM�
RODMS�LNQD�SG@M�SVN�XD@QR�HM�+DHCDM�@R�
@M�$ 1 �ONRSCNB��ENKKNVDC�AX�@�EDKKNV�
RGHO�@S�$2.�&@QBGHMF
�(�V@R�RSHKK�HM�SGD�
ATRHMDRR�NE�F@K@BSHB�CXM@LHBR��@MC�BNM�
SQHATSDC�SN�VQHSHMF��VHSG�-HQ@MI@M�3G@SSD��
the ESO document that got SINFONI 
@BBDOSDC�AX�SGD�2BHDMSHjB�@MC�3DBGMHB@K�
"NLLHSSDD
�.E�BNTQRD�SGD�(%4�MNV�@S�SGD�
5+3�CNDR�MNS�KNNJ�@S�@KK�KHJD�SGD�NMD�
CDRBQHADC�HM�SG@S�CNBTLDMS


(�jM@KKX�B@LD�A@BJ�SN�+XNM�@R� RRNBH@SD�
Astronomer at the Centre de Recherche 
 RSQNOGXRHPTD�CD�+XNM��"1 +���@MC�@� 
EDV�XD@QR�K@SDQ�KDC�SGD�3(&$1�SD@L��SN�
LDQFD�jM@KKX�VHSG�SGD�BNRLNKNFX�FQNTO�
SN�ADBNLD�& +/ "��&@K@WX�/GXRHBR� 
@MC�"NRLNKNFX�
�(�RDQUDC�@�EDV�XD@QR�@R�
%QDMBGl(-24�CDOTSX�ENQ� MMD�,@QHD�
+@FQ@MFD�@MC�)D@M�,@QHD�'@LDTQX��@MC�
LNQD�AQHDkX�@R�CDOTSX�CHQDBSNQ�NE�"1 +
� 
(�ADB@LD�@�%TKK� RSQNMNLDQ�HM�����
� 
#TQHMF�SGDRD�UDQX�G@OOX�XD@QR�HM�+XNM��(�
always enjoyed standing between the 
OTQD�LNCDKKHMF�@MC�NARDQU@SHNM@K�RHCDR��
and had the chance to witness the evolu�
SHNM@QX�KHMD�EQNL�3(&$1�SN�. 2(2��@MC�
SGDM�2 41.-�@MC�MNV�,42$
�!TS�SHLD�
SN�LNUD�NMl�3N�O@Q@OGQ@RD�L@MX��(�B@M�
MNS�SGHMJ�QHFGS�MNV�NE�@�OK@BD�ADSSDQ�SG@M�
$2.�ENQ�@RSQNMNLX
�2S@XHMF�BKNRD�SN� 
ITMHNQ�@MC�RDMHNQ�QDRD@QBGDQR��@MC�CNHMF�
my best to catalyse science activities  
HM�&@QBGHMF��VHSG�@�RSQNMF�KHMJ�SN�"GHKD�
�SG@MJR�SN�,HBG@DK�6DRS���HR�ANSG�@M�DWBHS�
HMF�S@RJ�@MC�@�BG@KKDMFD


(��NE�BNTQRD��G@C�SN�ONMCDQ�NUDQ�@�EDV�
SGHMFR�SGNTFG
�3GD�jQRS�NMD�HR�LX�

irrepressible taste for fermented grape 
ITHBD��(�V@R�ANQM�HM�!NQCD@TW�
�!TS�KHUHMF�
in Munich should not prevent me from 
pursuing this quest � so many vintages 
SN�CHRBNUDQ��RN�KHSSKD�SHLD
�3GD�RDBNMC� 
one may be related to the fact that most 
of my ancestors spent their lives near  
SGD�RD@
� M�HM@BBTQ@SD�SQ@MRK@SHNM�EQNL�
&DQL@M�MD@QKX�SQHBJDC�LD�GDQD��(�@L�@�
RNTSGDQM�ODQRNM��@MC�(�VNTKC�MDDC�LNQD�
than just an encouragement to dive  
deep into these Garchinger/Echinger/
2S@QMADQFDQ�f2DDt�SGHMFR��DUDM�HE�SGD�
"GHDLRDD�HR�@KRN�JMNVM�@R�SGD�!@U@QH@M�
2D@
�!TS�@O@QS�EQNL�SG@S��,TMHBG��VHSG� 
HSR�RHYD��MTLADQ�NE�HMG@AHS@MSR��QHBG�BTK�
STQD��ONQJ�RODBH@KSHDR��SGD�MD@QAX� KOR�� 
HSR�VD@SGDQ�@MC�K@MCRB@ODR��HS�HR�OQNA@AKX�
@R�BKNRD�@R�XNT�B@M�FDS�SN�+TFCTMTL� 
NM�@�&DQL@M�ROD@JHMF�BNTMSQX
�(�RHM�
cerely feel fortunate to live such an expe�
QHDMBD
�(�RNLDSHLDR�GD@Q�SG@S�f$LRDKKDLt�
means �good star�: it is certainly just a  
KHD��@�MHBD�NMD�SGNTFG���ATS�BKD@QKX�RS@QR�
@MC�KTBJ�G@UD�ADDM�LX�ADRS�EQHDMCR�ENQ�
CDB@CDR


Francisco Miguel Montenegro Montes

Although I was born and grew up in 
,@CQHC��LX�QNNSR�ROQD@C�ETQSGDQ�SN�SGD�
RNTSGDQM�QDFHNM�NE�2O@HM��MD@Q�SGD�BHSX�NE�
"BQCNA@��VGDQD�LNRS�NE�LX�E@LHKX�KHUDR
�
6GDM�(�V@R�SVDKUD�(�VNM�LX�jQRS�SDKD�
scope in a road safety education contest 
@S�RBGNNK
�(S�V@R�@���BL�CH@LDSDQ�QDEQ@BS�
ing telescope with a poor quality wooden 
SQHONC��ATS�DMNTFG�ENQ�LD�SN�G@UD�LX�jQRS�
direct encounter with the craters and val�
leys on the Moon and the few bright 
fRS@QRt�UHRHAKD�@S�SG@S�SHLD�HM�SGD�RJHDR�NE�
,@CQHC


To a great extent I was motivated to 
become a professional astronomer by  
SGD�E@RBHM@SHMF�RBHDMBD�jBSHNM�RSNQHDR� 
and outreach literature that captured my 
HMSDQDRS�@S�SG@S�SHLD
�3GD�KHAQ@QX�NE� 
SGD�KNB@K�@L@SDTQ�@RSQNMNLX�FQNTO��  ,��
Agrupación Astronómica de Madrid)  
V@R�@�E@MS@RSHB�OK@BD�SN�jMC�RTBG�UHCDNR�
@MC�ANNJR
�(�QDLDLADQ�SGD�DWBDKKDMS�
�Cosmos� TV series by Carl Sagan with 
O@QSHBTK@Q�ENMCMDRR
�(M�NMD�DOHRNCD�GD�
V@R�OD@BDETKKX�V@KJHMF�NUDQ�GHR�NMD�XD@Q�
�cosmic calendar� while explaining the 
GHRSNQX�NE�SGD�4MHUDQRD�HM�G@KE�@M�GNTQ��HM�
another relating how Erastothenes of 
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Cyrene could manage to measure the  
BHQBTLEDQDMBD�NE�SGD�$@QSG�VHSG�QDL@QJ�
@AKD�@BBTQ@BX�L@MX�BDMSTQHDR�@FN


At some point I started studying physics 
�@MC�KNSR�NE�L@SGDL@SHBR��@S�SGD�4MH�
UDQRHC@C�"NLOKTSDMRD�CD�,@CQHC
�+@SDQ�� 
I moved to the Canary Islands to com�
OKDSD�LX�RSTCHDR�@MC�SGDQD�(�G@C�SGD�jQRS�
opportunity to explore the clear Canarian 
RJHDR�VHSG�@�OQNEDRRHNM@K�SDKDRBNOD��SGD�
( "����@S�SGD�3DHCD�.ARDQU@SNQX�HM�3DM�
DQHED
�%NQ�LX�/G#�(�LNUDC�SN�SGD�GD@QS� 
NE�SGD�OQNUHMBD�NE�$LHKH@�1NL@FM@�HM�
(S@KX
� S�SGD�(RSHSTSN�CH�1@CHN@RSQNMNLH@�HM�

 Bologna I started to study the Universe 
VHSG�CHEEDQDMS�fDXDRt
�3GDQD�(�KD@QMS�@ANTS�
CHRGDR��HMSDQEDQNLDSDQR��BNQQDK@SNQR� 
@MC�C@X�SHLD��MNM�RNK@Q��NARDQU@SHNMRl�(M�
those years I gained experience with the 
use of several astronomical facilities 
@QNTMC�SGD�VNQKC��KHJD�SGD�����LDSQD�
Q@CHN�SDKDRBNOD�HM�$EEDKRADQF��&DQL@MX���
SGD�(1 ,����LDSQD�RHMFKD�CHRG�HM�&Q@�
M@C@��2O@HM��@MC�SGD�5+ �@MC�5+! �
@QQ@XR�HM�SGD�42
�

I have been studying the radio emission 
EQNL�@M�HMSDQDRSHMF�FQNTO�NE�PT@R@QR��

!QN@C� ARNQOSHNM�+HMD��! +��PT@R@QR
�
Forty years have passed since their dis�
covery and it is still not clear why about 
15% of quasars develop the winds that 
give rise to the absorption troughs we 
B@M�RDD�HM�SGD�NOSHB@K�RODBSQTL�NE�! +�
PT@R@QR
�6D�G@UD�SQHDC�SN�TRD�Q@CHN�
NARDQU@SHNMR�SN�jMC�GHMSR�@ANTS�SGD�NQH�
entation and evolutionary status of these 
CHRS@MS�NAIDBSR
�(�@L�HMUNKUDC�HM�@M�HMSDQ�
national collaboration with participation 
EQNL�(S@KX��2O@HM��SGD�-DSGDQK@MCR�@MC�
Chile that aims to study these objects with 
@�LTKSH�V@UDKDMFSG�@OOQN@BG


2HMBD�#DBDLADQ������(�UD�ADDM�VNQJHMF�
@S�$2.�HM�SGD� /$7�2BHDMBD�.ODQ@SHNMR�
FQNTO
�3GHR�HR�@�FQD@S�MDV�DWODQHDMBD� 
ENQ�LD�HM�U@QHNTR�V@XR
�6NQJHMF�HM�SGD�
Atacama desert is sometimes a surpris�
HMF�@CUDMSTQD�VGDQD�(�B@M�jMC�VHKC� 
CNMJDXR�HM�SGD�LHCCKD�NE�SGD� +, �QN@C�
@MC�SGNTR@MC�XD@Q�NKC�B@BSH
�!TS�HS�HR� 
also one of the driest atmospheres in the 
VNQKC��VGHBG�L@JDR�SGHR�OQNSNSXOD�@� 
privileged eye at mm and submm wave�
KDMFSGR
�$UDQX�C@X�(�KD@QM�RNLDSGHMF� 
new about the telescope and its many 
HMRSQTLDMSR
�(M�LX�RSHKK�RGNQS�RS@X�GDQD��
 /$7�G@R�ODQENQLDC�UDQX�HLONQS@MS�
NARDQU@SHNMR��RDD�ENQ�DW@LOKD��SGD�BNUDQ�
of last issue of The Messenger�������@MC�
(�L�OQDSSX�RTQD�HS�VHKK�BNMSHMTD�KHJD�SGHR� 
ENQ�RDUDQ@K�XD@QR��RTBBDRRETKKX�RBQTSHMHRHMF�
SGD�CQX�RJHDR�@ANUD�"G@IM@MSNQ


Francisco Miguel  
Montenegro Montes

3GD�jDKC�NE�HMSDFQ@K�jDKC�RODBSQNRBNOX�
�(%2��HR�MNV�VDKK�CDUDKNODC��VHSG�(%2�
instruments installed on all the main opti�
B@K�SDKDRBNOD�E@BHKHSHDR�@QNTMC�SGD�VNQKC
�
Some of the most sophisticated are avail�
@AKD�NM�SGD�5+3
�'NVDUDQ�(%2�BNMSHMTDR�SN�
be avoided by large sections of the astro�
MNLHB@K�BNLLTMHSX�CTD�SN�ODQBDHUDC�CHEj�
BTKSHDR�VHSG�C@S@�G@MCKHMF��QDCTBSHNM�@MC�
@M@KXRHR
�3GDQD�HR�MN�CNTAS�SG@S�CD@KHMF�
with IFS data is more complicated than 
RHLOKD�HL@FHMF�NQ�KNMF�RKHS�RODBSQNRBNOX��
but many of the problems that arise could 
D@RHKX�AD�@UNHCDC�AX�ADMDjSHMF�EQNL�SGD�
DWODQHDMBD�@MC�JMNVKDCFD�NE�NSGDQR


In order to facilitate exchange of IFS 
JMNVKDCFD��@�QDONRHSNQX�NE�HMENQL@SHNM��
SHOR��BNCDR��SNNKR��QDEDQDMBDR��DSB
��
accessible and editable by the whole 
BNLLTMHSX��G@R�ADDM�HMHSH@SDC
�3GD�VHJH�HR�
intended for use by IFS beginners for any 
questions or issues with IFS data and for 
more expert users who are invited to 
BNMSQHATSD�SHOR��DWODQHDMBD�NE�O@QSHBTK@Q�
HMRSQTLDMS@K�PTHQJR��OHDBDR�NE�BNCD��DSB


3NOHBR�BNUDQDC�AX�SGD�VHJH�@QD�

l��BTQQDMS�@MC�ETSTQD�HMSDFQ@K�jDKC�
spectrographs; 

�  observational techniques and planning; 
l��C@S@�QDCTBSHNM��HMBKTCHMF�NUDQUHDV�NE�

procedures for different types of IFS; 
l��LNQD�@CU@MBDC�S@RJR�KHJD�LNR@HBHMF�NQ�

differential atmospheric refraction (DAR) 
correction; 

l��@M@KXRHR�SDBGMHPTDR��EQNL�UHRT@KHR@SHNM�
SN�KHMD�jSSHMF�@MC�RNTQBD�DWSQ@BSHNM


The originators and maintainers of this 
RHSD�@QD�BTQQDMSKX�*@SQHM@�$WSDQ��*@SGNKHDJD�
4MHUDQRHSDHS�+DTUDM��!DKFHTL��@MC�,@QJ�
Westmoquette (University College  
+NMCNM��4*�
�3N�@BBDRR�SGD�VHJH�FN�SN�
GSSO���HER
VHJHCNS
BNL
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