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1 ESO

The latest developments from the ESO 

archive are presented. Information is 

provided to the astronomical commu-

nity on new data releases and services. 

Blu-ray discs for data distribution 

The new Blu-ray disc technology will be 
introduced mid-2009 in the Science 
Archive Facility. Besides FTP transfer for 
small volumes of data, the archive is cur-
rently offering its users the following 
media for data distribution: CD, DVD-R, 
and USB discs for data requests larger 
than 60 GB. The reasons for the change 
are the adoption of the most economical 
technologies and the adaption to larger 
data volumes. A Blu-ray disc has about 
ten times the capacity of a single-layer 
DVD. With the introduction of the Blu-ray 
discs, the archive will stop offering CDs 
as an archive data distribution medium. 
Therefore, archive users anticipating large 
data requests and Principal Investigators 
�/(R��DWODBSHMF�RHFMHjB@MS�C@S@�CDKHUDQHDR�
from their observing programmes are 
advised to make sure that they have Blu-
ray disc readers available. 

New query forms 

Besides the general archive query form 
SG@S�FHUDR�TMHjDC�@BBDRR�SN�SGD�BNL �OKDSD�
ESO collection of raw data, the Science 
Archive Facility also offers several instru-
LDMS�RODBHjB�@MC�SDBGMHB@KKX�NQHDMSDC�
access points for astronomers who are 
already familiar with ESO instrument set-
ups and observing strategies. Two new 
HMRSQTLDMS�RODBHjB�PTDQX�ENQLR 1 have 
been released: one for AMBER (near-
infrared instrument of the VLT Interfer-
ometer) raw data and one for HAWK-I 
�MD@Q�HMEQ@QDC�VHCD�jDKC�HL@FDQ��Q@V�C@S@
�

The database of ambient conditions for 
the Paranal and La Silla observatory sites 
has been extended to include weather 
information from the APEX observatory 
site. The APEX weather station is located 

on a free-standing 6-metre high tower 
KNB@SDC�@ANTS����L�VDRS�NE�SGD� /$7� 
telescope and data are recorded every 
minute. APEX weather data, beginning  
1 January 2007, are available from the 
archive2 and can be searched by date 
interval, or any meteorological parameter 
such as temperature, humidity, wind 
speed/direction or precipitable water 
vapour. 

New data releases 

2DUDQ@K�L@INQ�RBHDMSHjB�C@S@�QDKD@RDR�
have taken place through the ESO 
archive over the last months and are 
summarised here. The 30 Doradus raw 
data taken during the HAWK-I commis-
sioning phase were released in Decem-
ber 2008 and the raw data from the 
 ,!$1�%(-(3.�43R�RBHDMBD�UDQHjB@SHNM�
were released in October 2008. The  
second release (DR2) of advanced data 
products from the zCOSMOS redshift 
survey (Lilly et al., 2008) took place in 
October 2008. It contains the results of 
the zCOSMOS-bright spectroscopic 
observations that were carried out with 
VIMOS in service mode during the period 
 OQHK������SN�)TMD�����
�

Faster access to raw proprietary data 

3GD�LNCHjB@SHNM�NE�SGD�@QBGHUD�RXRSDLR�
and interfaces to allow PIs to request 
their own raw proprietary data and the 

introduction of the automatic data trans-
fer through the network from Paranal  
to Garching (Zampieri et al., 2008) has  
KDC�SN�RHFMHjB@MSKX�HLOQNUDC�C@S@�CDKHUDQX�
services. PIs, can now access their own 
raw data, in most cases only a few hours 
after the observations have completed. 

Contact 

For more information about the ESO 
archive, or to subscribe to the archive 
RSS feed to be informed about the latest 
archive developments, see the archive 
web page3. 

For any questions or comments on the 
ESO archive, contact us at archive@eso.
org. 
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Figure 1. A view of part 
of the ESO Data Centre 
where the ESO Science 
Archive is stored and 
accessed.


