
ESO, the European Southern Observa-
tory, was created in 1962 to “… establish
and operate an astronomical observatory
in the southern hemisphere, equipped
with powerful instruments, with the aim of
furthering and organising collaboration in
astronomy …” It is supported by eight
countries: Belgium, Denmark, France,
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden
and Switzerland. ESO operates at two
sites. It operates the La Silla observatory
in the Atacama desert, 600 km north of
Santiago de Chile, at 2,400 m altitude,
where several optical telescopes with di-
ameters up to 3.6 m and a 15-m submil-
limetre radio telescope (SEST) are now in
operation. In addition, ESO is in the pro-
cess of building the Very Large Telescope
(VLT) on Paranal, a 2,600 m high moun-
tain approximately 130 km south of Anto-
fagasta, in the driest part of the Atacama
desert. The VLT consists of four 8.2-metre
and three 1.8-metre telescopes. These
telescopes can also be used in combina-
tion as a giant interferometer (VLTI). The
first 8.2-metre telescope (called ANTU) is
since April 1999 in regular operation, and
also the second one (KUEYEN) has al-
ready delivered pictures of excellent qual-
ity. Over 1200 proposals are made each
year for the use of the ESO telescopes.
The ESO Headquarters are located in
Garching, near Munich, Germany. This is
the scientific, technical and administrative
centre of ESO where technical develop-
ment programmes are carried out to pro-
vide the La Silla and Paranal observato-
ries with the most advanced instruments.
There are also extensive astronomical
data facilities. In Europe ESO employs
about 200 international staff members,
Fellows and Associates; in Chile about 70
and, in addition, about 130 local staff
members.
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