ESO Studentship Programme

The European Southern Observatory research student programme aims at providing the opportunities and the facilities to enhance the
post-graduate programmes of ESO member-state universities by bringing young scientists into close contact with the instruments, activities,
and people at one of the world’s foremost observatories. For more information about ESO’s astronomical research activities please consult
Research Projects and Activities. (http://www.eso.org/projects/ or http.//www.eso.org/science/). Students in the programme work on an ad-
vanced research degree under the formal tutelage of their home university and department, but come to either Garching or Vitacura-San-
tiago for a stay of up to two years to conduct part of their studies under the supervision of an ESO staff astronomer. Candidates and their
national supervisors should agree on a research project together with the potential ESO local supervisor. This research programme should
be described in the application and the name of the ESO local supervisor should also be mentioned. It is highly recommended that the ap-
plicants start their Ph.D. studies at their home institute before continuing their Ph.D. work and developing observational expertise at ESO.

The ESO studentship programme comprises about 14 positions, so that each year a total of up to 7 new studentships are available ei-
ther at the ESO Headquarters in Garching or in Chile at the Vitacura Quarters. These positions are open to students enrolled in a Ph.D.
programme in the ESO member states and exceptionally at a university outside the ESO member states.

The closing date for applications is June 15, 2000.
Please apply by using the ESO Studentship application form now available on-line (http://www.eso.org/gen-fac/adm/pers/forms)
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ESO, the European Southern Observa-
tory, was created in 1962 to “... establish
and operate an astronomical observatory
in the southern hemisphere, equipped
with powerful instruments, with the aim of
furthering and organising collaboration in
astronomy ...” It is supported by eight
countries: Belgium, Denmark, France,
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden
and Switzerland. ESO operates at two
sites. It operates the La Silla observatory
in the Atacama desert, 600 km north of
Santiago de Chile, at 2,400 m altitude,
where several optical telescopes with di-
ameters up to 3.6 m and a 15-m submil-
limetre radio telescope (SEST) are now in
operation. In addition, ESO is in the pro-
cess of building the Very Large Telescope
(VLT) on Paranal, a 2,600 m high moun-
tain approximately 130 km south of Anto-
fagasta, in the driest part of the Atacama
desert. The VLT consists of four 8.2-metre
and three 1.8-metre telescopes. These
telescopes can also be used in combina-
tion as a giant interferometer (VLTI). The
first 8.2-metre telescope (called ANTU) is
since April 1999 in regular operation, and
also the second one (KUEYEN) has al-
ready delivered pictures of excellent qual-
ity. Over 1200 proposals are made each
year for the use of the ESO telescopes.
The ESO Headquarters are located in
Garching, near Munich, Germany. This is
the scientific, technical and administrative
centre of ESO where technical develop-
ment programmes are carried out to pro-
vide the La Silla and Paranal observato-
ries with the most advanced instruments.
There are also extensive astronomical
data facilities. In Europe ESO employs
about 200 international staff members,
Fellows and Associates; in Chile about 70
and, in addition, about 130 local staff
members.

The ESO MESSENGER is published
four times a year: normally in March,
June, September and December. ESO
also publishes Conference Proceedings,
Preprints, Technical Notes and other ma-
terial connected to its activities. Press
Releases inform the media about particu-
lar events. For further information, contact
the ESO Education and Public Relations
Department at the following address:

EUROPEAN

SOUTHERN OBSERVATORY
Karl-Schwarzschild-Str. 2
D-85748 Garching bei Miinchen
Germany

Tel. (089) 320 06-0

Telefax (089) 3202362
ips@eso.org (internet)

URL: http://www.eso.org
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Editor: Marie-Hélene Demoulin
Technical editor: Kurt Kjar
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J. Gotteswinter GmbH
Buch- und Offsetdruck
Joseph-Dollinger-Bogen 22
D-80807 Miinchen
Germany
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NEW ESO PROCEEDINGS AVAILABLE
The Procedings of the Backaskog Workshop on

EXTREMELY LARGE TELESCOPES

(ESO Conference and W orkshop Proceedings No. 57)

have been published. The 306-page volume, edited by Torben Andersen, Arne Ardeberg
and Roberto Gilmozzi, is available at a price of DM 60.— (prepayment required).

Payments have to be made to the ESO bank account 2102002 with Commerzbank
Munchen, or by cheque, addressed to the attention of

ESO, Financial Services, Karl-Schwarzschild-Str. 2,
D-85748 Garching bei Miinchen, Germany
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