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ESO, the European Southern Observatory,
was created in 1962 to . . . establish and
operate an astronomical observatory in the
southern hemisphere, equipped with pow-
erful instruments, with the aim of further-
ing and organising collaboration in as-
tronomy . . . It is supported by eight coun-
tries: Belgium, Denmark, France, Ger-
many, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden and
Switzerland. It operates the La Silla ob-
servatory in the Atacama desert, 600 km
north of Santiago de Chile, at 2,400 m alti-
tude, where fourteen optical telescopes
with diameters up to 3.6 m and a 15-m
submillimetre radio telescope (SEST) are
now in operation. The 3.5-m New Tech-
nology Telescope (NTT) became opera-
tional  in  1990,  and  a  giant  telescope
(VLT = Very Large Telescope), consisting
of four 8-m telescopes (equivalent aper-
ture = 16 m) is under construction. It is
being erected on Paranal, a 2,600 m high
mountain in northern Chile, approximately
130 km south of Antofagasta. Eight hun-
dred scientists make proposals each year
for the use of the telescopes at La Silla.
The ESO Headquarters are located in
Garching, near Munich, Germany. It is the
scientific, technical and administrative cen-
tre of ESO where technical development
programmes are carried out to provide the
La Silla observatory with the most ad-
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ESO Proceedings Still Available
A number of proceedings published by ESO are still available. To permit you to complete

the series or simply to inform you about any volume that you may have missed, we repro-
duce here a list of some recent ESO proceedings.

  No. Title and year of publication Price
50 ESO/OAT Workshop “Handling and Archiving Data from DM 35.—

Ground-based Telescopes”,1994
51 Third CTIO/ESO Workshop on “The Local Group: Comparative DM 50.—

and Global Properties”,1995
52 European SL-9/Jupiter Workshop,1995 DM 80.—
53 ESO/ST-ECFWorkshop on “Calibrating and understanding DM 60.—

HST and ESO instruments”, 1995
54 OSA/ESO Topical Meeting on “Adaptive Optics”,1996 DM 80.—
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