
ESO, the European Southern Observa- 
tory, was created In 1062 to.. . stab- 
llsh and operate an astronomical 
observatory In the southern hemisphere, 
quipped with powerful Instruments, 
with the alm of furthering and organking 
collaboration in astronomy.. . It is sup- 
ported by elght eountrlas: Belgium, 
Denmark, Franm, Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Sweden and Swltzerfand. 
It operates the La Silla observatory In 
the Atacama desert, 600 km north of 
Santlago de Chile, at 2,400 rn altitude, 
where fourteen optica! telescopes with 
diameters up to 3.6 rn and a 15-rn sub- 
plltlrnetre radio telescope ($EST) are 
now in operation. The 3.5-m New Tech- 
nology Telescope (Wt) became opera- 
tional in 1990, and a giant teteseope 
(VLT-Very Large Telescope), consist- 
ing of four 8-rn telescopes (equivalent 
aperture = 16 rn) IS under wnstruciton. 
It will be erected on Paranal, a 2,600 rn 
high mountain In northern Chlle, 
approximately 130 km south of the clty 
of Antofagasta. Elght hundred scientlsts 
make proposals each year for the use of 
the telescopes at La Sllla. The ESO 
Headquarters are located In Garchlng, 
near Munich, Germany. It ls the sclentl- 
fie-technical and admlnlstrative centre 
of ESO where technical development 
programmes are cartfed out to provide 
the La Sllla observatory wlth the most 
advanced Instruments. Them are atso 
extensive facllltles whlch enable the 
scientlsts to analyze their data. In Eu- 
rope ESO employs about 150 intema- 
tlonal Staff members, Fellows and As- 
soclates; at La Sllla about 40 and, In 
addttbn, 750 local Staff members. 

The ESO MESSENGER Is published 
four times a year: normally In March, 
June, September and W r n b e r .  €SO 
also publishes Conference Proceed- 
ings, Preprlnts, Technical Notes and 
other material connected to Its aactlvl- 
ties. Press Releas6a Inform the media 
about particular events. For further In- 
formation, contact the ESO Information 
Service at the following address: 
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differential reddening effects. Some 
bulge giants are also present tn the dIa- 
gram. 

Totheleftof t kMSa tV -21  mg,a 
clump of possible blue HB might be 
associated wlth a metal-poor compo- 
nent (such as top-mdalljcib globular 
clusters) or a hot component of the 
bulge metal-rich population. 

An interesting result is the presence of 
an intermediate age turn-off (TO) at (V-l) 
= 2.7 and 20.4 c V < 22, which could be 
interpreted as an old disWthick disk po- 
pulatton, or s bulge-disk transition com- 
ponent. Another p ~ ~ b l I I t y  is to asso- 
ciate this intermediate age component 
to a pmlbte bar system in the central 
parts of the Galaxy (Blitz and Spergel, 
1991). This latter powibllity is supported 

by the fact that an important fraction of 
the sbllar populations h the LMC bar 
are of intermediate age (Blca et Ed., 
1092). 

More fields at different latitudes end 
longitudes across the bulge would be of 
grmt interest to reveal the spatial distri- 
bution and ages of stellar poputatlons, in 
order to better understand the bulge- 
disk transition. 
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