ESO, the European Southern Observa-
tary, was created in 1962 to . . . estab-
lish and operate an ‘astronomical
observatory in the southern hemisphere,
equipped with powerful instruments,
with the aim of furthering and organizing
collaboration in astronomy . . . It is sup-
ported by eight countries: Belgium,
Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, the
Netherlands, Sweden and Switzerland.
It operates the La Sllla observatory in
the Atacama desert, 600 km north of
Santiago de Chile, at 2,400 m altitude,
where fourteen optical telescopes with
diameters up to 3.6 m and a 15-m sub-
millimetre radio telescope (SEST) are
now in operation. The 3.5-m New Tech-
nology Telescope (NTT) became opera-
tional in 1990, and a giant telescope
(VLT=Very Large Telescope), consist-
ing of four B-m telescopes (equivalent
aperture = 16 m) is under construction.
Eight hundred scientists make propo-
sals each year for the use of the tele-
scopes at La Silla. The ESO Headquar-
ters are located in Garching, near
Munich, Germany. It is the scientific-
technical and administrative centre of
ESO where technical development pro-
grammes are carried out to provide
the La Silla observatory with the most
advanced instruments. There are also
extensive facilities which enable the
scientists to analyze their data. In Eu-
rope ESO employs about 150 interna-
tional Staff members, Fellows and As-
sociates; at La Silla about 40 and, in
addition, 150 local Staff members.

The ESO MESSENGER is published
four times a year: normally in March,
June, September and December. ESO
also publishes Conference Proceed-
ings, Preprints, Technical MNotes and
other material connected to its activi-
ties. Press Releases inform the media
about particular events. For further in-
formation, contact the ESO Information
Service at the following address:
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parable to those measured with the
standard photometers.

With the new pupil stop the camera
can be used efficiently at L with the
0.8"/pix scale using DITs of 0.8-1.0 sec

Table 1: Sky* background with IRAC/2.2 depending on the actual outside tem-

) perature. At present the limiting sensitiv-
Fliter Background ity is still determined mostly by the poor
ADUs/sec/pix" / 2 qgalrty of the Philips array, but the low-
= 9’_39 i ihiabadiic ering of the background should be con-
J 1.5 14.5 sidered a first step toward the upgrade
H 2.8 13.8 of IRAC-1 with a better array which is
K 6.2 13.7 expected to occur in April-May 1992.
L 19000 2.6
*With the 0.5"/pix scale. A. MONET!I and H. GEMPERLEIN-
— —_— ESQ, La Silla
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