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Open House at ESO 

Astronomy from Large Databases II 
Strasbourg Observatory- 14- I 6  September 1992 

A follow-up went to the 1887 conference m "Aebonrrmy from Large Da- 
(Ws. F. M u m  and A. Hsu;k, ES0 Conf. and WmWhop P m .  24  is timely. The area 
has wen much progms.  my trrrm lerge Datah#s II* wll allow mhlval 
msmrch resub fmm var3ws Mperimnts ta be reviewed. 

Much has happened In the area of mtmornical datahes In redent years* HST is In 
full operatian: m e  such as D ( W T  have stopped growing and now W I o n  for 
retrleva! purpow-8 only; NED has c m e  Into belng; etc, Hundreds, or wen thousands, of 
papers h v e  based on data r#eved from ~~. Archived material from 
vadous Is Jnweaalngly combined wlth data obtalned through ]OM o b a -  
t r o d  m p d g n s  InvdvIng grand-based and apace-borne wwfments worklng in 
different wavelmgth ranges. 

TechnIeally datab~es have evolved. SlMBAD 9.0 is fully opemttanal. User inteifaces 
nwv Indude whdonra and polnt4-cllek aoeess mechanlm, hyped& and hyper- 
media. Commercial produrn have m l d e r a b l y  Improved, MMbuted daCehases arit 
now highly relevant, pdntlng to the Imp-t role ol n e t w k .  CD-ROMs and other 
starage medh are mr#e and more Wely  used. The I987 canbrence predates the 
births of ESIS and ADS, among many other developments. 

&lentific OrganUng Commmee: 
M. F. A " H m  (Unlveraity of Mayland, Caw Park): P, Benvenuti (ST-Em, Gmhlng); 
R. Bonnet (ESA, Paris); M. C- F u r g  Observatory) (Chdmm); A. Qlaoconl 
(STSel, Wtimoae): B. Hawk (Instltut d'Astmmle, kusanrse) A. Heck (Strasbwrg 
O ~ a t o a y )  ( P W I n g s  Edbr); Q HJou (IPAC. Pasadena); F, Murtagh (W-WF, 
Gmhing) tPme&lngs Edltorl: S. Nhhimura (NACM. Tokyo): Qi. Riwler (NAGA, 
Washington); P. Glommi @BRIM, Frascatl); M. Strlckrnm WL, Washington); P.A. 
V d e n  60ut (NRAO, Charlottesvllle]: H. van der Laan (ESO, Gmhlrya); and HrU, 
Zimmemrarm (MPE, ~ h ~ ~ ,  

The P W i n g s  w l  be publlshed by the Europman SouVlem Obwwabw. 

Comtact ad- 
And& He&, Obwmtolra ~ n o r n f q w .  11 Rue de I'UnhersW, F470M1 Stmbourg, 
France. Tet.: + 33 88358222; Fax: + 33882501 60; E-.-mall: heck @fmWl .bent 
heck@ ~ v s . u ~ . f r ,  or 
Flonn M-h, Spam TeCescPpe - European CoorrirWng FUllty, Eumpwn Southem 
Obewatwy. Tel,: + 498332Uil6298; % + 48932 006440: E-mak frnurtaghQew, 
org, murtagh @ a o i ~ s t s c l .  edu. 

On Saturday, October 12,1991, ESO 
Headquartem in Garching agaln opened 
its doors to the public. More than 2000 
persons took the opportunity to Vidt the 
organhation and learn about science 
and technology at our organization; this 
c o m p o ~  to I person every I 0 set- 

onds. Thew W&B a lot of interest and 
curlosky, especially about the VLT and 
tha HuMle Space Telescope, the tatter 
M n g  p w  by the EWES0 Space 
Telescope Ewofwan Coordinating Fa- lighted Milky Way panorama and finally and were present durlng s e w  hectic 
cllity, krstaltad at ESO HQ. Wsitm of all filled out the "Star-Qulzn to participate in houn to guide #re many visttm. There 
q m  could chmw among various at- the lottery wlth ESO books and p e e r s  was a continuous, very lively interaction 
tractions; they saw some of the €SO as main p b  and by the end of this long day, the 
video films, were introduced to the vir- About 20 ESO staff members to& good result IR quite a few smiles on 
kees of large CCDs, admired the w- part In the pepamions for this went otherwise worn-out 


