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Pacini, h i d e n t  of the ESO CoundI 0; Prof Jaime Lavadm Mont8s, Rsctw of the 
Uniwmk4d de Chile (second Irom Mi); and M. U. van dw Leen, DIredw G e m 1  of ESO, ai 
tha Ineugwah of the LiSO Exhiiblton at the Univmided da Chic /n Sentlago cn UacemW2. 
The display wit1 remain open to the public until fhe and of Jammy 1992, Whmafier It wlll be 
bans- to Lg Smna for &My drving the annual summer fair In that city. From there It 
ktw tmv& to Anto-a. 

In my discourse 1 emphasized that the 
Wty of any research enterprise d e  
pends first and foremost on its human 
resources. The most important condi- 
tion for the successful elaboration of 
ESO's partnership wlth Chlle's as- 
fronomy cemrnunlty Is that community's 
ability to attract more talents from the 
body of students wkh Interest in sci- 
ence, to astronomy. This point was also 
discussed with care In two separate au- 
diences with two of CMle's ministers, 
Don Ricardo Lagos and Don Edgardo 
Boenin~er, in the week before. 

The next day, Council travelled by air 
ta Antofagasta and onwards to Paranal 
by bus. The stark desert landscapa was 
admired by the delgates, some of whom 
vlsitad A t a m a  for the first time. On the 
top of the mountah, they were received 
by various members of the €SO staff, 
Including those who have been respon- 
sible for the long-term she ttesting that 
finally led to the acceptance of Pamal 
as the VLT she. There was ample oppor- 
tunlty to lnsp& the progress of the 
levelling of the top (Including a big blast 
that day!) and to get a W l n g  fw the 
unusual worklng and living condlons at 
this remote site. In the evening, CouncH 
returned to Antofagasta and spent the 
night there. A visR was m n g e d  to the 
slte in the outskirts of the town where 
ESO Is acquiring a small property for Its 
Mure installdons in that ctty. 

Council left Antofagasta In the early 
aflemoon of December 4, flew to La 
%ens (Ladeco, the intmd Chllean air- 
line, had been convinced to make an 
unscheduled stop there) and on to La 

Silla by ESO bus. Hem the Council 
members were met by the ta SHla staff 
and spent the rest of the day informing 
themselves about the state of affairs at 
ESO's main tnstalIatlon, and also about 
the preparatkns for the move to Sari- 
tiago of part of the staff, In partl~u tar the 
Adminlstrathn, to win in the course of 
1992. 

In the evening, vislts were arranged to 
the various telescqm. The sky was 
dear and there was a beautiful view of 
the sunset over the Paclf~c, at the pres- 
ent time with a particularly strong red 
hue due to the dust In the h l ~ h  &no- 
sphere from the eruptlon earlier this year 
of the Plnatuba volcano on the Philip- 
pines (cf. the photo on page 68). Then 
the marvellous southern &y came into 
view, adding this grandest of all Insplra- 
tions In astronomy to the delegates' 
many impresstons. 

f h e  actual Council rneetlng tmk place 
on December 4 (In Antofagasta), 5 (at La 
Silla) and 6 (in the UN CEPAL building In 
Santiago) and dealt with a nnurnb%r d 
Important matters. Councli was pleased 
to learn that the VLT project is proceed- 
Ing aocwding to the for-n time 
schedule and, in particular, wRhin the 
greed budget frame. The recent suc- 
cessful proddon of the first 8-metm 
blank at Schott for the VLT {which stlll 
has to be ceramimd into the zero-wpm- 
sion Zerodur material) was noted with 
enthuslmrn. The planning of the VLT 
instrumenhtion Is progmlng at a gwd 
pace (cf, the overview article In 
Messenger W, p.1Q September 1891). 

Another important agenda Item was a 
thorough dFscuaslon about the relations 
with the host state of our observatories, 
summing up more than 25 years of ex&- 
lent wllabotatlon betweon €SO and 
Chile, and consiMng how in the future 
these bonds can be made more effective 
still to both partnew' benefit, now that 
ESO is buildlng the VLT Observatory. 

On Monday, December 9, ths Pred- 
dent of the Republlc of Chile, Don PaMcio 
Aylwin Azocar, granted an audience to a 
small ESO delegatton, headed by Prof. 
Franco Pacini, President of the ESO 
Coundl. Pmldent Aylwin was infonnsd 
about the state of development of our 
Organlzatbn, in which he exprmed a 
keen, appreciative Interest. The ESO d e  
legation expressed Rs gratitude for the 
hospitalNy and support from the Repub- 
Ilc's authorities during the past 28 years 
and looks forward to continued collab- 
oration In the decades to come. 

Most of the Council members re- 
turned to Europe at the end of the week. 
W o w  departure, many of them ex- 
p d  sathfactlon abwt the vlsh, b v -  
lng found It very useful and contributing 
to the work of Council. They came away 
with a better understanding of tho con- 
dltiona at the remote sites and were 
vlslbly Impress& by the €SO opera- 
tions. This working visit had oeminly 
fuMHed expectations. 

A rec@hn was heM at the EsO Guesthouse 1 In Santiago, In the evening of m b e r  2. 


