
ESO, the European Southern Observa- 
tory, was created in 1962 to . . .  establish 
and operate an astronomical observa- 
tory in the southern hemisphere, equip- 
ped with powerful instruments, with the 
aim of furthering and organizing collabo- 

I 
. .  ration in astronomy. It is supported 

by eight countries: Belgium, Denmark, 
France, the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, Italy,theNetherlands, Swedenand 
Switzerland. It operates the La Silla ob- I 
servatory in the Atacama desert, 600 km 
north of Santiago de Chile, at 2,400 m 

I altitude, where fourteen optical tele- 
scopes with diameters up to 3.6 m and a 
15-m submillimetre radio telescope 
(SEST) are now in operation. The 3.5-m 
New Technology Telescope ( N m  has 
recently become operational and a 
giant telescope (VLT=Very Large Tele- 
scope), consisting of four 8-m tele- 
scopes (equivalent aperture = 16 m) is 
under construction. Eight hundred scien- 
tists make proposals each year for the 
use of the telescopes at La Silla. The ESO 
Headquarters are located in Garching, 
near Munich, FRG. It is the scientific- 
technical and administrative centre of 
ESO, where technical development pro- 
grammes are carried out to provide the 
La Silla observatory with the most ad- 
vanced instruments. There are also 
extensive facilities which enable the 
scientists to analyze their data. In Eu- 
rope ESO employs about 150 internatio- 
nal Staff members, Fellows and Asso- 
ciates; at La Silla about 40 and, in addi- 
tion, 150 local Staff members. 

X I  1 display manager and could be used 
directly 'for image display and graphics 
with MIDAS. The configuration included 
128 Mb of memory which made it 
difficult to judge the disk I/O perfor- 
mance. The system gave a very good 
response with MlDAS benchmarks indi- 

. cating a performance in the order of 3 
times faster than other workstations. 

Please note that the mentioning or 
testing of specific computer systems is 
not in any way an endorsement. ' - 
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5. MlDAS Hot-Line Service - 

The ESO MESSENGER is published four 
times a year: normally in March. June, 
September and December. ESO also 
publishes Conference Proceedings, 
Preprints. Technical Notes and other 
material connected to its activities. 
Press Releases inform the media about 
particular events. For further informa- 
tion, contact the ESO Information Servi- 

1 ce at the following address: 
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The following MlDAS support services 
can be used to obtain help quickly when 
problems arise: ' .  a ' 

. . . .  
EARN:MIDAS@?DGAES051 .y2L: ' , :*b4 
SPAN:ESO::MIDAS . W$$ 
FAX.: 149-89-3202362; a&.: MlDAS ' .{:;!': 
HOT-LINE ' -. u :-\ 

I '  

Tlx.: 52828222 eo d, 
HOT-LINE 
Tel.: + 49-89-32006-456 
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Users are also invited to send us any :'*& 
suggestions or comments. Although we 
do provide a telephone service we ask 
users to use it only in urgent cases. To 
make it easier for us to process the 
requests properly we ask you, when -22 
possible, to submit requests in written .; ';I";. 
form through either electronic networks, z': 

telefax or telex. , , 
-A . ., ~ 
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