
days at OHP for in-depth discussions. 

Figure 2: A group of students (A. Lan~on, N. Ca 
at the /HAP station of the 1.20-m telescope. 

the other three with the 1.52-m tele- 
scope for one night each whereas all 
groups had one night at the 1.20-m tele- 
scope. With only minor exceptions, the 
weather cooperated during all nights. 

The observing programmes had 
mostly been worked out by the group 
tutors but in some cases also included 
proposals made by the students. The 
targets ranged from IRAS galaxies over 
open star clusters to fi Cephei stars, 
close X-ray binaries, OB supergiants, 
and FU Ori stars. The scientific subjects 
helped to provide a realistic background 
to the practical work done. But the main 
emphasis was on the latter: How does 
one select targets? Where do coor- 
dinates and finding charts come from? 
What other information is needed at the 
telescope? How does one estimate ex- 
posure times? What calibration sources 
are available; which ones are required 
for a given programme? How many dif- 
ferent instrument set-ups can I handle in 
one night? In short, all the do's and 
don'ts of astronomical observations on 
which standard text books but also 
many user guides quit. Most pro- 
grammes were on purpose not very am- 
bitious in order to leave sufficient room 
for (minor) errors which so often are the 
most efficient teachers. 

One of the lessons which every stu- 
dent learned (and even some of the 
tutors were reminded of it) is that the 
time required for the proper reduction of 
data exceeds the time for their acquisi- 
tion by a large factor. The students re- 
sponded to this challenge with consid- 
erable diligence. All computers were 
given a hard time, often nearly round the 
clock. The observations were tested for 
instrumental defects, calibrated and 
counter-checked, compared to litera- 

on and J. Eisloffel) reducing CCD direct images 

ture data, and eventually put into the 
form of scientifically meaningful and es- 
thetically pleasing viewgraphs. In this 
way, the students were exposed to a 
fairly broad range of applications soft- 
ware in MlDAS as well as IHAP. 

The only major break was on Sunday, 
July 22, when an excursion to the near- 
by town of Forcalquier and its citadelle 
and a picnic close to the old monastery 
of Ganagobie provided a welcome 
opportunity to rest for a while. 

On the last day, July 26, each group 
presented their work and results in a 
short talk of about 20 minutes duration 
to the other participants. Although 
rumours had it that some groups hardly 
saw their beds in the preceding night, 
the presentations made were without 
exception of a very high standard and 
well reflected the intense learning pro- 
cess of the past ten days. 

Since OHP could provide state-of- 
the-art instruments with modern com- 
puter-based user interfaces plus both 
MlDAS and IHAP for data reduction, 
every student should now be in a good 
position to conduct observing pro- 
grammes at La Silla or elsewhere on his1 
her own. This we had defined as the 
primary scope of the Summer School. 

As stated above, the tutors guided 
and supervised the work of their respec- 
tive groups. But there should also be a 
more systematic introduction to the 
physical basis and the practical design 
and operating principles of the types of 
facilities the students were using. This 
was provided by a series of eleven one- 
and-a-half hour lectures which were giv- 
en by various renowned experts (see 
box). The students interacted with the 
speakers in lively conversations, and 
most lecturers kindly spent some extra 

Indisputable highlight was a joint, un- 
scheduled presentation by Joe Wampler 
and Ray Wilson (both from ESO) which 
they had offered in order to bring the 
students up to date on the symptoms 
and interpretation of the optical 
anomalies of the Hubble Space Tele- 
scope. 

The programme was rounded of by a 
visit of Ray Wilson to one of the tele- 
scopes where he explained what can be 
inferred about the aberrations of a tele- 
scope from the image of its pupil. Final- 
ly, through the kind invitation of Prof. 
Michel Mayor of the Observatoire de 
Geneve, the students had the opportu- 
nity to complement their experience 
with modern instruments by watching 
CORAVEL being used at the Swiss 1 -m 
telescope. 

In many of the applications received 
for the Summer School, a strong interest 
was expressed in working with col- 
leagues from other countries in an inter- 
national environment. With nearly a 
dozen different nationalities, this desire 
was well satisfied. So, at least for the 
duration of the Summer School, one 
could speak of the OHP as a European 
Northern Observatory. The enthusiasm 
and good spirit of the students, the un- 
tiring efforts of the tutors, the helpful- 
ness of numerous OHP technical staff, 
and the skill of the lecturers in explaining 
complex subjects made this Summer 
School a very rewarding experience for 
the organizers. We cordially thank them 
all. 

The following ESO Workshop Proceed- 
ings will become available in October 
1990: 

2nd ESOIST-ECF 
Data Analysis Workshop 

The price of this 150-page volume, 
edited by D. Baade and P.J. Grosberl, is 
DM 20.- (including packing and surface 
mail). 

Bulges of Galaxies 
The Proceedings of this first ESO/CTIO 

Workshop, edited by B.J. Jarvis and 
D.M. Terndrup, contains 376 pages and 
is offered at a price of DM 40.- (including 
packing and surface mail). 

Payments have to be made to the ESO 
bank account 2 102 002 with Commerz- 
bank Munchen or by cheque, addressed 
to the attention of 

ESO, Financial Services 
Karl-Schwarzschild-StraBe 2 
D-8046 Garching bei Munchen. 

Please do not forget to indicate your 
complete address and the title of the Pro- 
ceedings. 


