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This is a short NTT GGD exposure of

lhe newly discovered Gomel Auslin
(1989 c 1) which may become compara~

lively brighl during mid~April 1990 when
il approaches the Sun 10 within 50 mil
lion kilomelres. On May 25, il will be only
36 million kilomelres Irom the Earth. Al
ter mid-April, il will be weil visible rrom
the northern hemisphere in the early
morning.

Gurves 01 equal brightness (iso
pholes) are shown. The stars in the field
are Irailed because Ihe lelescope was
set 10 lollow Ihe comel's mol ions, On
Ihis date, Ihe comel had not yel de
veloped a realtail and Ihe image shows
Ihe dusl cloud (coma) around lhe nuc
leus which is overexposed on Ihis im
age. It is silualed al the centre of Ihe
isopholes, AI Ihe time of the exposure,
the comel was nearly 300 million
kilometres from Ihe Earth and 255 mil
lion kilomelres from Ihe Sun, still oulside
Ihe orbit 01 planet Mars. The magnitude
was about 9.

Technical data: Exposure: 5 minutes;
Filter: R; lield: 75 x 75 arcsec; Seeing:
1.2 arcsec; Dale: January 23, 1990; Ob
servers: P. Bouchet, J. Melnick, L. Pas
quini and Gh. Gouiffes.

Professor Pierre Charvin, t January 24,1990
New ESO Scientific
Preprints

On January 25, 1990 we al ESO
were shocked and saddened by the
message 01 Pierre Gharvin's dealh.
Presidenl of the Observaloire de
Paris and astronomy leader in
France, Prof. Charvin always showed
a deep inlerest in ESO affaifs and
contributed Ihrough the yeafs to Ihe
developmenl or ESO's relations with
aSlronomical institules in his country.

The pasl live years lle was a
member 01 our Scienlilic-Technical
Committee and 101' Ihe lasllwo years
he energelicaUy served as STC presi
den\. In thai fUllclion tle became very

involved in Ihe planning of Ihe VLT
and ils instrumentation.

In an impressive commemorative
meeting, in lhe Salle Cassini 01 the
Observatoire da Paris, allended by
his inslitute's slall and by aslronom
ers Irom lhroughout France, I spoke
on ESO's behalf, ending as lollows:

"De la part de rESO. de nolre per
sonnei, de nolre communaule des
utilisaleurs, du direciorai de rESO,
du Conseil et du STC, j'exprime
nolre sentiment de reconnaissance
el nolre profond respecl. Je suis re
connaissanl d'avoir la possibilile da
faire cela dans celle salle, m'adres
sani au personnel de I'Observatoire
de Paris et a tous ceux qui sonl
concernes avec 'noire science' en
France. Nos pensees et notre sym
palhie sont destinees a la familie en
deuil. Notre memoire pour Pierre
Charvin esl marquee par nolre admi
falion pour son enlhousiasme el
pour son energie crealrice."

With prolound regret to miss him
so premalurely. we pay tribute 10 Ihis
prominenl colleague and friend,

Harry van der Laan
Oirector General

(Oecember 1989-February 1990)
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