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A Slice of Swiss Cheese Made Out of Steel ...
is suggestive of the main supporting structure of the EMMI speclrograph/imager for the NTT
shown in these two pholographs laken al Iwo phases of the manufacturing al Ihe Oe Pretto­
Escher Wyss factory in Schio, /laly. The lett-hand pielure, laken before welding of Ihe covering
plate, shows Ihe inner slruclure with Ihe complex net of ribs 10 increase Ihe rigidily. The long
poles were inserted temporarily to align the apertures. The right-hand piclure shows Ihe
welded, cleaned piece mounled on a measuring machine for the check of Ihe dimensions. The
openings correspond 10 Ihe main oplical componenls 10 be inserted: collimators, filler and
grism wheels, folding mirrors, eie.

The dimensions of EMMI's main slruclure are 240 cm in lenglh, 160 in heighl and 28 only in
depth; Ihe weighl is aboul 800 kg.

The slruclure will arrive al ESO in February. Mounling of the different funclions (now being
inlegrated and lesled in Garehing) on Ihe main body and lesting of the overall instrument will
lake place wilhin Ihe summer of Ihis year. S. D'ODORICO, ESO
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