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tem and the data reduction software
(IHAP and MIOAS) are identical to those
used at ESO. Autoguider and the remote
controlled spectrograph functions are
also very similar to the ones astronom­
ers face in the observatories overseas.

The school offered a number of
courses on different subjects of obser­
vational astronomy. The courses, given
by scientists with sound observational
experience, dealt with the scientific
background, the theory and the practice
of observations. The emphasis was on
the preparation of an observing pro­
gramme, on the evaluation of parame­
ters which determine the signal-to-noise
ratios of the final data and on the practi­
cal problems to be faced at the tele­
scope. Finally, an introduction was giv­
en to the IHAP and MIOAS data reduc­
tion systems. The speakers made an
effort to cover all those points that you
hardly ever find in textbooks or that are
hidden between the lines of user's man­
uals (anyway, did you ever meet an as­
tronomer who carefully reads user's
manuals?).

Besides the theoretical courses, and
this is the particularity of the School,
four nights were reserved at the 1.93-m,
the 1.2-m and at the Schmidt tele­
scopes in order to offer the students a
chance to obtain astrophysical data "in
real time". While the work at the smaller
telescopes was limited to obtaining
photographic plates under the guidance
of an astronomer (a spectrum at the
1.2-m and an objective prism plate at
the Schmidt), the spectroscopy at the
1.93-m with the GARELEG spectro­
graph and a GGO detector had a more
ambitious character. The students were
divided in groups of two or three, each
with a tutoring astronomer. The latter
proposed a programme of spectros­
copic observations, guided the students
through data reduction with IHAP or
MIOAS software and helped with the
presentation of the results on the last

List 01 courses

Modern and future telescopes
Optical and imaging instrumentation
Oetectors in astronomy
Photometry in the visible
Photometry with CCO's
Photometry in the infrared
Low resolution spectroscopy
High resolution spectroscopy
Polarimetry
Interferometric observations
Observations at the 120-cm telescope
Observations at the Schmidt telescope
IHAP
MIOAS

day of the School. Measuring redshifts
of a number of extragalactic sources
and classifying them, monitoring the
spectroscopic variation of an X-ray
source are examples of the work done
by students.

The perfect observing weather greatly
contributed to the smooth and success­
ful progress of the school. The atmo­
sphere of the Observatory, with its
peculiar working schedules, and the ex­
citement of collecting real and interest­
ing astronomical data, made the con­
tacts among the participants easy and
stimulated the initiative of the students,
who played an active role in conducting
their mini research programmes. Sure,
an OHP staff astronomer was always
present in a corner of the control room,
ready to provide help or advice, but we
can say, without exaggeration, that after
the 10 days of intensive training we
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would feel confident to leave our ex­
students to perform an observing run
fully on their own. Weil, at least most of
them. The school was hard work, too.
Towards the end, the pleasures and the
frustrations of reducing and analysing
the GGO data on a crowded computer
overlapped with the observing, leaving
little time for regular sleep. The students
passed this familiar "astronomer stress"
test as weil and on the final day gave
remarkable final presentations of their
work.

We feel that the school fully accom­
plished its task. This was due to the
motivated and active cooperation of
several persons at OHP and ESO. We
would like, in particular, to address a
special word of thanks to our colleagues
who gave the spoken and practical
courses and/or played the role of the
tutors.

Figure 2: Students M. G. Franchini and H. Boffin enjoying a moment
of relax during a long GGO integration at the 1.93-m telescope.
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Figure 3: Students A. Lebre. F. Leone and H. Röttgering working on
the reduction of a GGO spectrum at a MIOAS station.


