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Sengt Strömgren (1908-1987)

Just in time for ESO's 25th anniversary, the English, German and Danish
versions of this beautiful atlas have now been published. French, Italian and
Spanish versions are expected to follow in 1988.90 colour plates and 147 black
and-white photographs of outstanding quality, accompanied by extensive cap
tions, reference maps, complete plate data and indexes, introduce the reader to
the southern sky. Many of the photographs are here published for the first time.
Of special interest are photographs of Supernova 1987A and of Halley's Comet.

The English version, titled "Exploring the Southern Sky", is available at
Springer-Verlag New York, P. O. Box 2485, Secaucus, New Jersey 07094, USA
(US $ 39,-).

The German version, with the title "Entdeckungen am Südhimmel", may be
obtained from Birkhäuser-Verlag, Postfach 113, CH-4010 Basel/Switzerland
(DM 98,- until 31.12.1987, thereafter DM 128,-).

The publisher of the Danish version, "Sydhimlens Stjerner", is Rhodos, Strand
gade 36, DK-1401 Copenhagen K, Denmark (DKr. 325,-).

The book can of course also be ordered from your local bookshop.

he described in detail the classical 48
constellations that had been established
by Ptolemy in the Almagest. 4 For each
constellation he gave a detailed discus
sion of the individual stars; a list of indi
genous Arabic star names of objects
falling under the Greek constellation, to
gether with a precise identification of
each object with the respective
Ptolemaic stars; two drawings of the
constellation, one as seen in the sky,
and one as seen on the celestial globe
(where the left and right sides, and East
West, are always reversed); and a
catalogue of the stars belonging to that
constellation. Here, under the constella
tion of Andromeda, in the description of
the indigenous Arabic names, he occa
sionally mentions the Andromeda Nebu
la. In describing the figure of a big
Arabic "Fish" Iying across the figure of
Ptolemy's Andromeda,s he says that
this "Fish" is made up by two lines of
stars beginning from the "nebulous
spot" (Iatkha sahabiya) which is close to
the 14th star of the constellation (v And,
on the right side of the figure, being one
of the three stars ß!J.v And on the girdle,
or loin cloth, of Andromeda).6

This is an occasional reference, in al
Sufi's book, to the Andromeda Nebula.
The author does not give more details
about this object which did not form part
of the material transmitted in Ptolemy's
star catalogue; but it is evident that al
Sufi had observed the Nebula, and he
used it, in context, as a point of refer
ence in the description of the position of
an old indigenous Arabic asterism.

The drawing of Andromeda with the
big Fish, added to the description of the
Constellation, carefully indicates the
"nebulous spot" mentioned in al-Sufi's
descriptive text: it is marked by some
dots on the mouth of the big Fish (see
Fig. 1). In other manuscripts, in addition,
the word sahabi ("nebulous") is written
beside the dots on the Fish's mouth.

In the 13th century, there originated,
perhaps in Sicily, a Western branch of
the Sufi tradition, the so-called Sufi
Latinus corpus, of which eight manu
scripts have been found until now.4 It
consisted, basically, of Ptolemy's star
catalogue in the Latin version made in
Spain, in the 12th century, by Gerard of
Cremona (from the Arabic); but in the
star coordinates the longitudes were
converted to al-Sufi's value (= Ptolemy
+ 12°42'); further, to each constellation
a drawing was added (i. e., one of the
two drawings in al-Sufi's original work);
and in some of the manuscripts in the
tltle the author's name was mentioned
as Ebennesophi (from the corrupted
Arabic Ibn al-Sufi, instead of the correct
form al-Sufi). Most of the eight Latin
manuscripts have meticulously repeat
ed the dots designating the "nebulous

spot" (i.e., the Andromeda Nebula), in
front of the big Fish's mouth, in the
drawing of Andromeda with the big Fish
(for a specimen, see Fig. 2).

It is interesting to see how carefully
the Western copyists and draughtsmen
have reproduced those dots beside the
figure of Andromeda although they
could not understand what they meant
because al-Sufi's descriptive text itself
had not been translated into Latin.
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Bengt Strömgren, ex presidente dei Con
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luego de una corta enfermedad. Su presiden
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cer un alto grado de armonia entre las dele
gaciones de los estados miembros, que aun
perdura.

Bengt Strömgren fue un destacado cientifi
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prints apareci6 tan solo pocos dias antes de
su deceso. Bengt, hijo de Elis Strömgren,
Director dei Observatorio de Copenhagen,
obtuvo su doctorado en 1929, fue profesor
de astronomia en 1938 y director en 1940.
Entre los aAos 1951 - 57 fue director dei Ob
servatorio Yerkes de la Universidad de Chi
cago. Durante los siguientes diez aAos fue
miembro de la Facultad dei Instituto de Estu
dios Avanzados en Princeton. En 1967 regre
s6 a Copenhagen para ocupar la "Casa de
Honor", ser profesor de astrofisica y durante
varios aAos director de NORDITA, el instituto
de investigaci6n comun de los cinco paises
n6rdicos. Entre los aAos 1970 hasta 1973 fue
presidente de la Uni6n Astron6mica Interna-
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cional. Ourante mas de una decada fue presi
dente dei Comite Oanes dei Cancer, 10 que
demuestra la vasta gama de sus intereses.

La mayaria de los astronomos daneses en
alguna forma son sus estudiantes, y muchos
de nosotros en otros lados hemos sido influ
enciados por 131 como post-doctarados 0

asociados. Y muchos apreciaron la generosa

Oesde el 1° de julio de 1987 ESO esta
ofreciendo el uso de control remoto desde
Garching como alternativa a los viajes a La
Silla, a los astronomos que tienen tiempo de
observacion al telescopio de 2.2 m. Los ins
trumentos disponibles son el espectrografo
Soller & Chivens con un detector CCO y el
eco usado en forma directa con el adapta
dar dei 2.2 m.

Los utilizadores encuentran en Garching
las mismas consolas de control como las que
existen en el cuarto de control dei telescopio
de 2.2 m. Ourante la sesion de observacion
pueden obtener monitor dei campo, image
nes dei buscador dei telescopio e imagenes

Contents

hospitalidad de Sengt y Sigrid Strömgren.
Si para un cientifico la marca de una vida

lIena de exito significa el haber tenido un gran
impacto y haber contribuido a la ciencia en
forma perdurable, entonces, en efecto, Sengt
Strömgren ha sido una persona afortunada.
Sera extrafiado por todos aquellos que 10
conocieron. L. Woltjer

CCO, y pueden enviar ordenes a los instru
mentos y telescopios (ver foto en la pagina
35). Todo esto es posible a traves de una
Iinea arrendada que tambien se usa para
comunicaciones telefonicas.

A pesar de que la mayorfa de las noches
adjudicadas en julio resultaron casi inutiliza
bles debido al mal tiempo, varios astronomos
tuvieron la oportunidad de familiarizarse con
el sistema.

Alrededor de octubre de 1987 tambien el
espectrografo CES con CCO (usando el te
lescopio CAT) podra ser utilizado a traves de
control remoto desde Garching.


