The book which is aimed at all persons interested in astronomy, will contain sections about the distant Universe,
the Milky Way and the Solar System.
The ESO La Silla Observatory will also
be described. Most of the pictures have
not been made available to the public
before. They include colour photos of
very beautiful, but relatively unknown
astronomical objects obtained with the
3.6-metre telescope in the prime focus

mode. In addition, there will be many
examples of wide-field photos and a
unique 4-page spread showing the entire 360-degree Milky Way band. It is a
composite of 8 wide-angle photos obtained at La Silla and at the La Palma
observatory in the Canary Islands and
represents the first such composite with
high resolution.
Early in 1986, ESO sent out a call for
tenders to more than 80 publishers in

the member states. A contract will be
negociated during April and the book
will be published later in 1986. In order
to reach the broadest possible audience, the 200+ page publication will become available in the languages of the
member states and also in English and
Spanish. More details will be given in the
next issue of the Messenger.

ESO Exhibition on Halley's Comet at Reusehel Bank
in Munich
An exhibition on Halley's comet has
been organized by ESO photographer
Claus Madsen in the premises of the
Reuschel Bank in Munich. The exhibition mainly consists of posters illustrating the history of this most famous of all
comets. They tell about ancient observations of the comet, of the fears it
aroused in the past when people
thought that comets were bad omens
announcing wars and destruction. The
main part, however, is devoted to recent
observations of Comet Halley made at
ESO and elsewhere. In addition, models
of ESO's 3.6-m telescope, the 3.5-m
New Technology Telescope - now
under construction - and the Very Large
Telescope - a 16-m equivalent telescope planned for the nineties - are
displayed.
The inauguration of the exhibition
took place on Wednesday, 20 March.

The number of visitors exceeded all expectations, and the reception hall could
hardly accommodate all those who had
come to learn more about Halley's
eomet.
After the welcome by one of the directors of the Reuschel Bank, Dr. R. M.
West, Head of the ESO Information and
Photographic Service, who himself is
actively engaged in cometary research,
showed a video film on the aetivities of
ESO in Chile and in Garching. He then
held a lecture on Comet Halley with
emphasis on the most recent observations at ESO and the latest available
pictures made with the spaee probes.
After his talk, the visitors were invited to
ask questions, and they made ample
use of this opportunity! Starting with
questions on on the origin and the life
time of comets, they soon eame to the
inevitable question of whether life may

exist elsewhere in the Universe. Dr.
West could probably have continued for
hours answering these questions, if time
had not been limited ...
The exhibition will last until April 30,
1986.
K. K.

ESO Press Releases
The following six Press Releases have
been published since the last issue of
the Messenger. They were sent to about
300 addresses in the ESO member
eountries and beyond. Due to practical
reasons, the distribution is limited, but
members of the press are welcome to
apply for inclusion to the ESO Information and Photographic Service.
PR 01/86: ESO Information and Photographie Service (13 January)
PR 02/86: ESO Signs Major Contract
with INNSE for the Technologically Most Advanced
Teleseope in the World (21
January; with photo of the
NTI)
PR 03/86: Comet HALLEY Recovered
at ESO (16 February)
PR 04/86: Comet HALLEY Status on
February 18, 1986: Observations at La Silla (18 February;
with photo of HALLEY, taken
with ESO's wide-field CCD
eamera)
PR 05/86: Observations
of
Comet
HALLEY at ESO Continue
~6 February; wrth ph~o
showing HALLEY's multiple
tail system)

- I think I cannot overcome to collect all newspaper cuttings about Gomet Halley . ..
Observations have started at La Silla ... (Freely adapted from "EI Mercurio".)
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PR 06/86: ESO Presents the VLT: A 16Metre Optical Teleseope
Projeet (3 March; with photo
of VLT model)

