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The Council, at its meeting of December 2, 1975, took some decisions of far-reaching importance for the
future of ESO.

The Council accepted the very generous offer of the Federal Republic of Germany of a site of 1.2
hectares and a building of a total floor space of 6,000 m? at Garching, near Munich. to house the European
headquarters of the Organization. At this headquarters, all departments of ESO wili be united, which now
are scattered over Hamburg and Geneva.

To widen the contacls between instilutes in the member countries and to promole their cooperation
among each other and with ESO on the scientific and instrumentational sectors and to secure the optimum
functioning of the observatory on La Silla in Chile for the benefit of the astronomical community in the
member countries, the Council authorized the Director-General to create a scientific-technical centre.
This centre will also take steps towards the coordinated planning of large-scale instrumental developments
and observing programmes with other large astronomical projects, in particular in the member states.
Until completion of the new building at Garching, expected at the end of 1978, the centre will be located
at CERN, Geneva, the host Organization of ESO's 3.6 m Telescope Project Division during the past five
years.

Under application of the striclest economy, the Direc-
lor-General was confident {o realize all this within the
contribution ceilings fixed by the Council at DM 325
million for the year 1976 and estimated at DM 32.5
million and 30 million for the years 1977 and 1978 - - ———
respectively. The 1otal international staff complement | e T £y N L il
will be 125 in 1976, 122 in 1977, 120 in 1978, with ADETU NG VI AT
12 posilions blocked in each year. "l =TS L B e S

tation Commitiee, and Dr. G. Wlérick, Chairman of the
Observing Programmes Committee.

The chairmen of the various committees were all
reappointed, as a result of which the following péersons
hold office:

Supernovae in the Magellanic Clouas
The sludy of the Small and the Large Magellanic Clouds

Professor B. Stromgren, Presidenl of Council; Pro-
fessor J.-F. Denisse, Vice-President of Council; Mr. M.
Deloz, Chairman of the Finance Commiltee: Professor
L. Biermann, Chairman of the Scientific Policy Commit-
tee; Professor G. Courtés, Chairman of the Instrumen-

is a great privilege of the astronomers in the southern
hemisphere. Their imporiance is mainly due to the small
distance from us (50 and 63 kpc). which allows the
astronomer to observe in them fine details and faint
objects. In addilion, the Clouds appear 1o be in an evo-
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lutionary stage quile different from that of our own
galaxy, as witnessed for Instance by the relalively high
perceniage of mass in gaseous form. In order to gain
more understanding of the evolution of stars and gal-
axies, It Is therefore very imponant to investigate in the
Magellanic Clouds questions such as the metal content
or the getalled properties of regions of star formation
and death. Astronomers have been going after these
questions for years and one can imagine that the torth-
coming large ESO telescope will help elucidating many
of the present problems.

Recently at ESO, astronomers J. Danziger and M.
Dennefeld starteg to take another locok at some super-
nova remnanis in the Large Cloud. One of the objects
Investigated is N 132 D which had been studied already
by Westerlund and Malhewson about ten years ago. The
study of Danziger and Dennefeld leaves no doubt that
N 132 D is the remnant of a stellar explosion somewhat
similar to the galactic object Cas A. In addition, the
same study suggests that this object may possibly be
the source of an intense flux af X-rays racently reported
by a group of American scieniists. Should this be the
case, N 132 D would be the most powerful X-ray emitter
of all known supernova remnanis. This circumstance
could be explained by the fact that the explosion took
place In an environment denser than the interstellar
space of our own galaxy, thus changing the evolutionary
history of the remnant. It is also interesting that almost
all supernova remnants in the Magellanic Clouds seem
to be associated with reglons of ionized hydrogen
(H !l regions).

Theoretical studies on this and related problems are
now under way in the ESO Sclentific Group In Geneva.
These studies and the parallel observational work on
supernova remnants in the Magellanic Clouds are not
only of Interest in themselves but may lead to more
insight on the effects and peculiarities of stellar explo-
slons in dense media such as those possibly prevalling
in the nuclei of galaxies.

New Staff Representatives Elected

Elections took place In Chile on December 9, 1975, In Ham-
burg on December 19, 1975 and in Geneva on January 27,
1978. The following ropresentalives were elected:

F. Simon (Chalrman)
W. Eckert (Deputy)
S. Balon (Substiute)

R. Marcinowski (Chalrman)
J. van Tol (Deputy}
Barbara Hansen (Substituta)

D. Enard (Chairman)

P. Scharnweber (Deputy)
Suzanne Négre (Substitute)

ESO-CHILE:

ESO-HAMBURG:

ESO-GENEVA:

Local Stafl Organization, La Slila

The "Directorio” of AUPL has the following members:

Reinaldo Kennetl (Chairman)
Ramén Huldobro (Vice-Chalrman)
Rolando Veliz (Sacretary)

Luls Aguila (Treasurer)

Maria Acaosts

Germdn Gonzalez

José y Alfredo Rozas

One of the supernova remnants in the Large Magellanic Cioud,
photographed in blue llght with the ESO 1m Schmidt telescope.

PROFILE OF A VISITOR'S PROGRAMME:
Spectra of Bright Southern Stars

When Danish astronomer Johannes Andersen and his
Swadish-born wife, Birgitta Nordstrdm, alsc astronomer,
appear on La Silla, the night assistants at the ESO 1.5 m
speclroscopic lelescope know that they are in for some
hard nights' work. For although their observing pro-
grammeé may not seem glamorous when compared to
preseni-day X-ray sources and black holes, it is cer-
tainly a very tmponiant and fundamental one, demanding
a tot of first-class astronomical observations.

The radlal velocities of many bright southern stars have
never been measured and no high-resolution spectra
have ever bsen taken of them, due to the well-known
jlack of sultable telescopes in the southern hemisphere.
Now Andersen and Nordsirom, of Copenhagen Obser-
vatory, are filling this gap. Thay have selected 450 bright
stars of spectral types BO-F4, with the alm of taking
three spectra of each, in order to delect possible varia-
bility and to obtain radial velocities, accurate to a couple
of kilomeires per second. During three major observing
sessions, they have obtained more than 1,600 spectra of
these stars as weill as of 250 selected B8-AQ stars,
which P. Grosbel, also of Copénhagen Observatory,
uses for calculations of the spiral struclure of our
galaxy. During some nights, more than 70 spectra, al) at
20 A/mm, were taken. No wonder that sveryone was
busy!

In the course of this work, many new double-lined
spectroscopic binaries have been detected, along with
a substantial number of Be, shell and other peculiar
stars. Another Danish astronomer, Erik Olsen, has taken
a photometric look at 17 of the spectroscopic binaries
with the Danish 50 c¢m telescope on La Silla and he
found that at least four of them also show eclipses.

This programme Is just one of some fifty which were
carried out in 1975 with the ESO telescopes on La Silla.



ESO 3.6 m Telescope on its Way to La Silla!

November 14, 1975 was an important date for the large
ESO telescope. On that day., a meeting with aboul
ten participants took place in Geneva. Around (he table
were the President of the Council, the Chairman of the
Instrumeniation Committee, the Director-General of ESO
and members of the TP Division who had the privilege
to report on the final results of the mechanical and
controls tests carrled out in the assembly hall of Creu-
sot-Loire al St.-Chamond.

As could be expectad with an instrument of the size
and the enormous complexity of the ESO telescope, a
number of problams were encountered during these
tests. Most of them were not too difficult to solve, but
others called for imagination and hard work. The trickiest
was {he high friclion of the polar axis. It took us a long
time to fully understand the reason for the trouble, which
turned out to be a deflection of the structure of the
horseshoe, resulling in a small deformation of the flat
surface which takes up the axial load of the telescope.
The cure was not a simple one, but by grinding under
load we succeeded in reaching an entirely satisfactory
result.

The astronomers invited to the mesting could, there-
fore, support the proposal of the TP Division to consider
the test period as completed and consequently to disas-
semble the instrument angd have ii shipped to Chile.

One week later, the disassembly started and a team
from the packing firm Tailleur started to pack. Whal a

packing job ! More than 150 wooden boxes had to be
made. The total shipping weighi of the telescope In its
boxes came to 441,650 kg !

At the day of writing (February 9. 1978) these boxes
were slanding in the harbour Port-Si-Louis-du-Rhéone,
close to Marssille. Creusot-Loire has chosen a Spanish
ship tor the transport, and it is supposed that loading
will take place on February 13. Once the telescope on
board, the ship is scheduled 10 go non-stop to Coquimbo.
The passage can be done in three weeks, which is two
to three weeks shorter than foreseen Iin our plan-
ning.

On La Silla, the contractors (interbeton and Krupp)
are busy terminating the building, the dome and the
road to the 3.6 m telescope site. The somewhat earlier
arrival of the telescope has put exira pressure on them
to terminate their work. At present, it seems unavoidable
to delay the begin of the telescope assembly by about a
week In order to termingate road construction and cer-
tain works on the dome. However, telescope erection
should in any case start in March. We expect 1o be able
to turn the Instrument axes in July. The big optical
efements are now on La Silla, ready to be installed.

Our present plan is to make the first astronomical
observation in October-November this year.

Further progress of the large £SO telescope will be
reported in the next Issue of the "Messenger”.

A Very Distant Steltar Cluster

could very well be the most fuminous giant stars in a

L.ooking through a night's plates from the ESO Schmidt
telescope on La Silla, ESO astronomer H.-E. Schuster
recently noticed a weak and fuzzy spot in the centre of
a plate for the ESO (8) Atlas of the Southern Sky. By
closer inspection, it became evident that the objecl was
of extraordinary interest, showing resolution into Indi-
vidual stars. A yellow-sensitive plate confirmed that the
brightest stars of the object are rather red; in fact, they

globutar cluster. From a preliminary analysis, MH.-E.
Schuster and R. M. West believe that this is Indeed the
case and they estimate the distance to the cluster at
100 kpc (about 300,000 light-years). Further observations
are neegded for verification and there is no doubt that
the cluster will be high on the observing list when the
3.6 m ielescope goes into action.



Astronomy, Hydrodynamics and Stamps

What have these to do with each olher ? Well, according
to Mr. Dumoulin of the ESO Sky Atlas Laboratory in
Geneva, very much indeed. In order to ensure a very
uniform background density on the glass copies of ESO
Schmidt plates, he uses a special machine, a so-calied
tray-rocker, to develop these plates. As the name im-
plies, it is really a tray that rocks and rotales so that
the developer floats across the plate, from one side
to another. In the hope of improving the process,
advice was sought from the Ecole Polytechnique de
Lausanne where Messrs. Bruchat, Boillat and Giraud
undertook a detailed study of the movemenis of the
developer as a function of tray geometry, rocking and
rolating rate, etc.

The resulls were encouraging and later a visit was
paid to the ESO Sky Atlas Laboratory by two represen-
tatives of a well-known Swiss firm that prints official
stamps for eight countries. One step in the production
is the extremely critical developmeni of a 30 x 50 cm
glass plate which serves as a master copy for the print-
ing of large stamp sheets. After an impressive demon-

Mr. B. Dumoulin with the tray-racker In the ESO Sky Allas
Laboratory In Geneva.

siration of the £SO technique, it appears that European
astronomy may help improving the quality of future
European stamps. So, who sald that astronomy has no
practical implications on society?

ESO Invents New Method to Stabllize a Large Telescope

The principle of the ESO compulerized telescope con-
trol system, developed by the Controls Group, has been
extensively tested on La Silla on the photometric and
Schmidt telescopes respectively. A summary description
of this system is glven in Technical Report number 6 of
May 1975.

The main effort during lhe test period al the factory
was therefore devoted to the development of the com-
puter-conirolled servodrives of the two telescope axes.
The mechanical siructure, which supports the mirrors of
the 3.6 m telescope, is in terms of servo-engineering
a complex combination of Interacting masses and
springs, glving rise 1o instabilities.

The very high requirements set by the astronomers
are not easily satisfied. The accuracy with which the
instrument needs to be set at the object of interest, the
smoothness and precision of the motion as well as the
stability of the telescope and its resistance to external
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Iinfluences, such as windforces, are only some of the
problems that must be solved. At the end of the testing
period, a satisfactory solution for these problems was
found and Implemented, and a novel way to stabilize
the telescope, using accelerometers, was developed.
This work is documented by Technical Report number 7
(in print).

The efficiency of the damping principie is apparent
from the figuse. This shows the acceleration of the
horseshoe after a disturbing force of 20 kp has been
suddenly imposed at the top of the {elescope tube. The
upper curve is a recording without acceleration feed-
back and the lower curve with acceleration feedback.

This solution, In which the drive motors are also used
to dampen the osclllations of the telescope caused by
external forces, has been possible because of the use
of spurgears. These gears, as opposed to the traditional
wormgear, working in both directions and having low
friction, give a “direct access” to the structure.

The actual installation of the contro!l system on La
Silla is scheduled to begin In May 1976.
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ESO Schmidt Telescope Improved

Improvements made on the Schmidt telescope during
1974 and 1975 bave resulted In an encouraging rise in
plale production.

The quality of the ESO Schmidi plates has come up to
an acceptable level and now compares favourably with
plates from other Schmidt telescopes around the world.

With the assistance of J. R. van der Ven, mechanical
engineer, and J. van der Lans, electronical engineer, of
the TP Division, a new drive system and a new electro-
nic control system for the right ascenslon and declina-
tion motions were designed, constructed and installed.
Furthermore, problems concerning telescope orien-
tation, optical collimation and mirror handling were
solved.

A new gulding system was developed and success-
fully tested by A.B. Muller, senior astronomer. This
system enables guiding on stars in the focal plane of the
Schmidt camera near the photographic plate. J. van der
Lans developed a television sysiem for this guider,
which permits guiding on stars as faint as 14™.

[y

Tentative Meeting Schedule

The following dates and locations have been reserved for
meelings of the ESO Council and Commitiees:

March 30 Finance Gommiltee, Hamburg

May 10/11 Observing Programmes Commitiee, Hamburg
May 12 Instrumentation Commitiee, Hamburg

May 13 Finance Commitiee, Hamburg

May 14 Commitiee of Council, Hamburg

June 1 Scientific Policy Commitiee, Hamburg

June 2/3 Councll, Hamburg

October 26 Instrumentation Commiittee, Munich

October 27/28  Finance Commiitee, Munich

Octaber 29 Commitiee of Council, Munich

Further improvements, foreseen for 1976 and 1977,
concern the plate-holder and tilier sysiems. A new cor-
rector-plate now being studied at Zeiss Jena will per-
mil high-quality ultra-violet exposures. By the end of
?97;, the Schmidt telescope should be fully modern-
zed.

The ESO Schmidi telescope is one ol the largest of its kind in the world, Since it was put inlo operation on La Silla in (ale
1972, more ihan 1,300 piates have been taken with this instrument. Most of the plates are 1-hour exposures for the £SO sur-
veys of the southern sky. The stafi consists of three, ESO asironomer Rans-Emil Schuster and night assistants Guldo and Oscar
Pizarro. An improvament programme s being carried oul under the supervision of André Muller, ESO senior astronomer.



Visiting Astronomers
April-September 1976

Observing Lime has now been allocaled for period 17 (Aprit 1
to October 1, 1976). As usual, the demand for taelescope lime
was much greater than the time actoally avaliable.

Here are the “lucky” asironomers, by telescope and in
chronotogical order. The complete list, with dates, equipment
and programme thles. is available from ESO/Hamburg.

1.52 m SPECTROGRAPHIC TELESCOPE

April: Breysacher, de Grool, Ahlin, Grosbel-Andersen-
Nordstrom. Dubois, A. Elvius.

May: Appeazeller, de Loore-Gleren. de Groot, Terzan,
Havlen, Andrigsse.

June: Chu Kit, Bergvall-Westerlund, Havlen, Andrillat-Feh-
ranbach-Swings-Dossin, Ahlin,

July: Andrillal-Fehrenbach-Swings-Dossin, Breysacher-
Chu Kit, Dennefeld, Havien, Breysacher-Mduller-Schu-
ster-West, Dennefsld.

Augusl: de Groot, Woll, Lavterborn, Breysacher-Multer-Schu-
ster-West, van Bueren-Doazan.

Sept.: Geyer, Ahlin, Materne,

1 m PHOTOMETRIC TELESCOPE

Aprli; Vogl, Wramdemark, Wamsteker, v. d. Heuvel, A. Ei-
vius.

May: Pakull, Wamsteker, Lindblad, Havien, Kohoulek,
Crane, Vogt.

June: Crane, Wamsieker, Andriesse, Havlen, Loibl, Wester-
lund.

July: Wanmsteker, Sherwood-Schultz, Querci.

August: Wamsteker, Thé, Houziaux-Manfroid.

Sept.: Materne-Schrédey, Materne, Adam.

50 em ESO TELESCOPE

April: Mauder, Breysacher-Vogt, Pakull, de Groot, v.d.
Heuvel.

May: de Grool, v.d. Heuvel, Pakull, Lindbtad. Vogl, Ko-
houlek.

Junes: de Groot, Renson, Vogt.

July: Johansson, Schober, de Grool, Vogl.

August: Waller-Lauterborn, Waller, Walter-Laulerborn, Debe-
hogne.

Sepl.: Vogt, Seggewiss

(angd a test programma for Stenholm, Aprit~June).
OBJECTIVE PRISM ASTROGRAPH (G.P.O.)

April: Blgauw-Waest, Danks, Blaauw-Wesl.
May: Blaauw-West,

June: Blaauw-Wast.

July: Gleseking.

August: Debehogne, Blaauw-Wast.

60 cm BOCHUM TELESCOPE

July: Hardorp, Quarci, Schober.

August: de Grool, Quercl, de Grool, Oblak. Feinstein, Oblak,
de Groot.

50 cm DANISH TELESCOPE

April: Mauder, de Groot, Mauder, de Groot, Mauder.
May: Lindblad, de Grool.
July; Loibi. de Groot, Loibl, de Groot, Loibl, Deubner,

ESO/Hamburg Moves to New Oftices

On November 1, 1975 the Office of the Director-General in
Hamburg-Bergedori moved from Bergedorier StraBe to nearby
Alle HolstensiraBe, The new address is:

EUROPEAN SOUTHERN OBSERVATORY

Olffice of the Director-General

Alte HolstenstraBe 1

D-205 HAMBURG 80

30 Doradus Nebula In LMC

The 30 Doradus (NGC 2070 or 30 Dor) nebula Is the brightest
H Il (lenjzed hydrogen) region in 1tha sky. It is located in the
Large Magellanic Cloud, east of the ceniral bar. The photo
shows the spidery structure of 30 Doradus (sometimes called
the "Great Nebula") and many of the stellar clusters in the
Large Mageilanic Cloud.

This photo Is one of a series taken wilh the ESO 1 m
Schmidi telescope and made available in the form of slides
(see page 8).

Some Words About Garching/Munich

Now that it has been decided that ESO will establigh its
European headquarters in Garching, near Munich, in
1978, many ESO employees have become interested in
iheir future surroundings. “How does the ESO site look
like 7", "Where should one live in Munich ?”, etc. are
common questions among ESO people in Hamburg
and Geneva.

The ESO site of about 1.2 hectares is situated near
the community of Garching, about 12 km from the north-
eastern outiskirls of Munich. It is part of an area com-
prising a total of about 450 hectares which have been
reserved for the construclion of research centres. At
Garching there are al presani a number of research
facilities of the Max Planck Sociely, of the Technical
University, of Munich's Ludwig Maximilians University
and of the Bavarlan Academy of Sciences. The con-
struction of further research Inslitutes, in panicular
those of the Technical University (Institutes of Chemistry
and Physical Chemistry) and of the Max Planck Society
(Institute of Astrophysics), is envisaged for the next few
years.

ESO's largest neighbour is the Max Planck Institute
of Plasma Physics, which carries out basic research
aimed at mastering the process of nuclear fusion, the
same process that makes the sun shine. With a total
number of 1,100 employees (among them about 230
scientists), it is the largest institute of the Max Planck
Society. ESO will have the possibllity to use various faci-
littes of the institute, for instance the canteen, the large
IBM computer system, medical service and the library.

The Instilute of Extralerrestrial Physics at the Max
Planck Institute of Physics and Astrophysics Is con-
cerned with the exploration of the lonosphere and the
magnetosphere of the earth and of interplanetary space,
as wel) as the study of distant cosmic objects. it parti-
clpates In launchings of German, U.S. and European



satellites and sounding rockets and employs about 140
staff members, Including 50 scientists.

The Institute of Astrophysics at the Max Planck Insti-
tute of Physics and Astrophysics with about 75 staf
members, is at present located in Munich, but will soon
move to Garching. Its main activities are in the lield of
theoretical astrophysics.

The area reserved for the research centres is aboul
2 km north of down-town Garching, a rising little town
near river Isar with presently 10,000 inhabitants. During
the last few years, a residential area has been developed
near the research institutes. There are several schools,
kindergartens, day-care cenires, shopping centres, a
swimming-poot, a youth centre and sports facitities.

The famous “Munich flair” and the large number of
recreational grounds in and around Munich {some 2,600
hectares of parks and green plots, Lake Starnberg and
Lake Chiemsee, the Alpine and Lower Alpine region)
have attracted many Germans and foreigners to the
Bavarian capital (in 1974, about 20 per cent of the 1.3
million inhabitants were foreigners), and the inler-
national character of Munich is also teslified to by a
large number of foreign kindergartens and schools. The
large number of art treasures, the varlsty and reputation
of Munich’s museums, theaires, orchestras and libraries
have made Munich one of the most Imporiani cultural
centres of Germany.

Munich Is of course also famous for the February
Carnival and the large jugs that are continuously filled
and refilled in the many “Bierstuben”. It is good to know
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that the forest, the lakes and the nearby Alps provide
excellent possibililies for vigorous summer and winter
sporis. No doubt, many ESO people will visit Munich
before 1978 to get acqualnted with thelr future town.
(Below a map of Munich, showing the ESO slle and
some of the nearby research facilitles.)

NEWCOMERS TO ESO

Since the last issue of the "Messonger”, the following have
jolned ESO:

Hamburg

Brenda Bolow, English, secretary
Beate Bucher, German, clerk-typist

Chlle

Marlnus de Jonge, Duteh, head of domes

Sélve Andersson, Swedish, electronics tachnician
Inge Melnen, German, administrator

Fred Suter, Swiss, electrontcs technician

Geneva

Dominique Liége, French, clerk-typlst
Jean-Ciaude Fauvel, French, elecironics engineer
Franco Pacini, allan, astronomer

Jirgen Matarna, German, astronomer

Michal Dennefeld, French, asironomer

Philippe Crane, American, asironomer

Gilles Gouttier, Franch, accouniant

Hernan Quintang, Chilean, astronomer

Plerre Touron-Lacarrieu, French, astironomar
Robert Sanders, American, astronomer
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3 Facllitiez of tho Munich Tochnien! University
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5 Furthor facliltloa of the Munlch Technical
Unlversity



ESO, the European Southern Ob-
servatory, was created in 1962 to
. . . establish and operate an astro-
nomical observatory in the southern
hemisphere, equipped with powerful
instruments, with the aim of further-
ing and organizing collaboration
in astronomy . . . It is supported
by six countries: Belgium, Denmark,
France, the Federal Republic of
Germany, the Netherlands and Swe-
den. It now operates the La Silla
observatory in the Atacama desert,
600 Km north of Santiago de Chile,
at 2,400 m altitude. Seven telescopes
with apertures up to 15 m are In
operation; a 3.6 m telescope will
become operational in 1976. The
astronomical observations on La
Silla are carried out by visiting
astronomers — malinly from the mem-
ber countries—and, to some extent,
by ESO staff astronomers, often In
collaboration with the former.

The ESO Headquarters in Europe
will be located in Garching, near
Munich, where early in 1979 all
European activities will be centra-
lized. The Office of the Director-
General (mainly the ESO Adminis-
tration) is at present in Hamburg
and the scienlific-technical group in
Geneva, at CERN (European Organi-
zation for Nuclear Research), which
since 1970 has been the host Organi-
zation of ESO's 3.6 m Telescope
Project Division.

ESO has about 120 international
staff members in Europe and Chile
and about 150 local staff members
in Sanliago and on La Silla. In
addition, there are a number of
Fellows and Scientific Associates.

The ESO MESSENGER is published
in English four times a year: in
March, June, September and De-

cember. It is distributed free to
ESO employees and others inter-
ested in astronomy.

The text of any article may be
reprinted if credit is given to ESO.
Copies of most illustrations are
available 1o editors without charge.

Editor; Richard M. West
Technical Editor: Kurt Kjar

EURCPEAN

SOUTHERN OBSERVATORY
Alte Holstenstrasse 1
D-2050 HAMBURG 80

Fed. Rep: of Germany

Tel. (040) 7213001

Telex 217 856

Printed by Litcke & Wulff, Heiden-
kampsweg 76 B, 2000 Hamburg 1,
Fed. Rep. of Germany

ALGUNOS RESUMENES

La sede principal europeade ESO
en Miinchen

En la reunién efectuada el 2 de di-
ciembre de 1975, el Consejo tomé
importantes decisiones para el fu-
turo de ESO.

El Consejo acepté la generosa
oferta de la Republica Federal de
Alemania, de un terreno de 1,2 hec-
tAreas y un edificio de 6.000 m? en
Garching, cerca de Munchen, para
establecer ahf la sede principal de la
Organizacioén. En esla sede se junia-
ran todos los deparlamentos de ESO
en Europa, los cuales estan actiual-
mente dispersos en Hamburgo y
Ginebra.

Para asegurar el optimo funcio-
namiento del Observatorio en La
Silla, Chile, el Consejo autorizé al
Director-General de crear un cen
trc cientifico-técnico. Este centro
también tomara medidas para desen-
volver la coordinacion del planea-
miento de instrumentos a larga es-
cala y de programas de observacién
con otros granges proyeclos astro-
némicos en los paises miembros. Se
espera que el nuevo edificio en
Garching sera terminado a fines de
1978.

1¢_serle de diapositivas de ESO
disponible

ESO liene el placer de anunciar las pri-
meras fotografias lomadas desde el ESO
1 m 18lescoplo Schmidt en Chite. Estas
pueden ser obtenidas en forma gg una
serie de 20 digpositivas, 5 x 5 ¢m, on
blanco y negro, con una pequeia des-
cripcién, mostrando algunos de los ob-
|elos mds espsctaculares y hermosos del
hemisferio sur, Incluyendo las Noubes
Magellanicas, ¢! complejo ETA Carlna y
cumulo globular Omega Centauri.

El precio de eslas magnificas diapositi-
vas es de USS 6, correo normal o US$
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ESO Comet Rounds the Sun

First ESO Slide Set Now
Availablel

The European Southern Observatory
is happy 10 announce the first photo-
graphs from tha ESO 1 m Schmidt
telescope in Chile. They are avallable
in the form of slide sefs consisting oi 20
5x5 cm, black-and-white slides wilh
briel descriplions, and show some of
the southern sky's most spectacular
and beauliful objects, incluging the
Magellanic Clouds, The Ela Carinae
nebula and Omega Ceniauri.

The price of lhis magnificeni slide set
ts Swiss francs 16.— (or the equiva-
lent) for Europe, and USS 6.— by sur-
face mail 10 all other countries, or
USS 8.50 by airmail (1o be paid In
advance).

Send cheque or bank draft to:

EUROPEAN SOUTHERN

OBSERVATORY

Alle HolstenstraBe 1

D-205 HAMBURG 80
COMMERZBANK, Hamburg,
Account No. 6104442

8.50 correo aereo (pagado por adelan-
tado).

Las diaposilivas pueden ser pedidas a:
EUROPEAN SOUTHERN OBSERVATORY
Alte HolstenslraBe 1
205 Hamburgo 80
Republica Federal de Alemania
Commerzbank. Hamburgo.

Cuenta No. 6104442

Organlzacion para el Personal Local,
La Silla

£l direclorio de la «Asoclacion Unica
para el Personal tocal» {AUPL) consla
de los sigulentes miembros :

Reinaldo Kenneil (Prasidenis)

Ramén Huidobro (Vice-Presidente)

Rolando Veliz (Secrelario)

Luis Aguila (Tesorero)

Maria Acosta

German Gonzalez

José y Alfredo Rozas

Comet 1975n (also known as comel West) was found on three plates from
the ESO 1 m Schmidt telescope. taken by broihers Oscar and Guido
Pizarro. Early predictions by B. Marsden at the Smithsonian Observatory,
Cambridge. Mass. USA, indicated that the comet could become a naked-eye
object at the beginning of March 1976, just after perihelion passage on

February 25.

Observations from New Zealand in early February showed that the comet
was somewhat brighter than expected. However, comets are notoriously
impredictable and only observations after the perihelion can show whether
1975n survived the ordeal, when it passes just 30 million kilomelres from the

sun.

Infrared observations on February 3 show the comet 0 be very similar to
comet 1973 X1l {(Kohoutek) with pienty of dust around the nucleus. A careful
analysis of the available posilional observalions indicales that 1975n follows
a very elongated, elliptical path with a period of about 15,000 years.



