ESO, the European Southern Ob-
servatory, was created in 1962 to
. . . establish and operate an astro-
nomical observatory in the southern
hemisphere, equipped with powerful
instruments, with the aim of further-
ing and organizing collaboration
in astronomy . . . It is supported
by six countries: Belgium, Denmark,
France, the Federal Republic of
Germany, the Netherlands and Swe-
den. It now operates the La Silla
observatory in the Atacama desert,
600 Km north of Santiago de Chile,
at 2,400 m altitude. Seven telescopes
with apertures up to 15 m are In
operation; a 3.6 m telescope will
become operational in 1976. The
astronomical observations on La
Silla are carried out by visiting
astronomers — malinly from the mem-
ber countries—and, to some extent,
by ESO staff astronomers, often In
collaboration with the former.

The ESO Headquarters in Europe
will be located in Garching, near
Munich, where early in 1979 all
European activities will be centra-
lized. The Office of the Director-
General (mainly the ESO Adminis-
tration) is at present in Hamburg
and the scienlific-technical group in
Geneva, at CERN (European Organi-
zation for Nuclear Research), which
since 1970 has been the host Organi-
zation of ESO's 3.6 m Telescope
Project Division.

ESO has about 120 international
staff members in Europe and Chile
and about 150 local staff members
in Sanliago and on La Silla. In
addition, there are a number of
Fellows and Scientific Associates.

The ESO MESSENGER is published
in English four times a year: in
March, June, September and De-

cember. It is distributed free to
ESO employees and others inter-
ested in astronomy.

The text of any article may be
reprinted if credit is given to ESO.
Copies of most illustrations are
available 1o editors without charge.
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ALGUNOS RESUMENES

La sede principal europeade ESO
en Miinchen

En la reunién efectuada el 2 de di-
ciembre de 1975, el Consejo tomé
importantes decisiones para el fu-
turo de ESO.

El Consejo acepté la generosa
oferta de la Republica Federal de
Alemania, de un terreno de 1,2 hec-
tAreas y un edificio de 6.000 m? en
Garching, cerca de Munchen, para
establecer ahf la sede principal de la
Organizacioén. En esla sede se junia-
ran todos los deparlamentos de ESO
en Europa, los cuales estan actiual-
mente dispersos en Hamburgo y
Ginebra.

Para asegurar el optimo funcio-
namiento del Observatorio en La
Silla, Chile, el Consejo autorizé al
Director-General de crear un cen
trc cientifico-técnico. Este centro
también tomara medidas para desen-
volver la coordinacion del planea-
miento de instrumentos a larga es-
cala y de programas de observacién
con otros granges proyeclos astro-
némicos en los paises miembros. Se
espera que el nuevo edificio en
Garching sera terminado a fines de
1978.

1¢_serle de diapositivas de ESO
disponible

ESO liene el placer de anunciar las pri-
meras fotografias lomadas desde el ESO
1 m 18lescoplo Schmidt en Chite. Estas
pueden ser obtenidas en forma gg una
serie de 20 digpositivas, 5 x 5 ¢m, on
blanco y negro, con una pequeia des-
cripcién, mostrando algunos de los ob-
|elos mds espsctaculares y hermosos del
hemisferio sur, Incluyendo las Noubes
Magellanicas, ¢! complejo ETA Carlna y
cumulo globular Omega Centauri.

El precio de eslas magnificas diapositi-
vas es de USS 6, correo normal o US$
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ESO Comet Rounds the Sun

First ESO Slide Set Now
Availablel

The European Southern Observatory
is happy 10 announce the first photo-
graphs from tha ESO 1 m Schmidt
telescope in Chile. They are avallable
in the form of slide sefs consisting oi 20
5x5 cm, black-and-white slides wilh
briel descriplions, and show some of
the southern sky's most spectacular
and beauliful objects, incluging the
Magellanic Clouds, The Ela Carinae
nebula and Omega Ceniauri.

The price of lhis magnificeni slide set
ts Swiss francs 16.— (or the equiva-
lent) for Europe, and USS 6.— by sur-
face mail 10 all other countries, or
USS 8.50 by airmail (1o be paid In
advance).

Send cheque or bank draft to:

EUROPEAN SOUTHERN

OBSERVATORY

Alle HolstenstraBe 1

D-205 HAMBURG 80
COMMERZBANK, Hamburg,
Account No. 6104442

8.50 correo aereo (pagado por adelan-
tado).

Las diaposilivas pueden ser pedidas a:
EUROPEAN SOUTHERN OBSERVATORY
Alte HolstenslraBe 1
205 Hamburgo 80
Republica Federal de Alemania
Commerzbank. Hamburgo.

Cuenta No. 6104442

Organlzacion para el Personal Local,
La Silla

£l direclorio de la «Asoclacion Unica
para el Personal tocal» {AUPL) consla
de los sigulentes miembros :

Reinaldo Kenneil (Prasidenis)

Ramén Huidobro (Vice-Presidente)

Rolando Veliz (Secrelario)

Luis Aguila (Tesorero)

Maria Acosta

German Gonzalez

José y Alfredo Rozas

Comet 1975n (also known as comel West) was found on three plates from
the ESO 1 m Schmidt telescope. taken by broihers Oscar and Guido
Pizarro. Early predictions by B. Marsden at the Smithsonian Observatory,
Cambridge. Mass. USA, indicated that the comet could become a naked-eye
object at the beginning of March 1976, just after perihelion passage on

February 25.

Observations from New Zealand in early February showed that the comet
was somewhat brighter than expected. However, comets are notoriously
impredictable and only observations after the perihelion can show whether
1975n survived the ordeal, when it passes just 30 million kilomelres from the

sun.

Infrared observations on February 3 show the comet 0 be very similar to
comet 1973 X1l {(Kohoutek) with pienty of dust around the nucleus. A careful
analysis of the available posilional observalions indicales that 1975n follows
a very elongated, elliptical path with a period of about 15,000 years.



