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The first test installation of the triplet adapter on the 3.6 m
telescope took place on La Silla in September 1979.

During this period we obtained a number of focus plates
and a few test photos from which a large amount of infor­
mation was derived about the optical quality and the
mechanical and electronical performances, cf. the illustra­
tion on page 34.

The results were good: the optical quality is inside the
specifications. No problems werefound regarding stability
and reproducibility of the electro-mechanical functions.
The automatic filter and plate changer behaved weil de­
spite some problems we had before, during the tests in
Geneva.

The problems encountered at this first trial on the tele­
scope were:

(a) The mechanical interface of the adapter to the tele­
scope did not fit.

(b) The range ofthe axial movement ofthe knife edge had
to be displaced.

(c) The TV camera used for manual guiding was not reli­
able at low temperatures.

Brave New World?
To observe with a telescope is not exactly what it has been.
Not so long ago, the astronomer worked next to the tele­
scope, pushed the buttons, watched the sky through the
dome slit and entertained the night assistant with his per­
sonal repertoire of songs, frequently ranging from the
tragedy of Tosca to the invocative expressions of" Let it be,
let it be" or even later masterpieces.

Nowadays, however, in the Age of Automation, the "ob­
server" sits in a brightly lit raom, somewhere in the tele­
scope building (he is not quite sure where), and punches
the keys of a computer console. He does not know where
the telescope is (it may be in space) nor has he any idea of
how it looks like. He only worries about the 1/2 night that
has been allocated by the Observing Programmes Commit­
tee for his observations and whether the telescope and the
weather will permit him to obtain the data he has been
waiting for during the past year with so much expectation.

The present trend is towards even more automation,
even better efficiency, etc. What will it be like, 5 years from
now? Always ahead of its time, THE MESSENGER has ob­
tained a listing of a future file in the central ESO/La Silla
computer system which is reproduced in facsimile here
and illustrated by Karen Saxby. For convenience of the
reader, the central computer is indicated by a dash (-) and
the observing astronomer with (:).

MfSS 1=OnOp4 [S ON CP04834 USING 00006 BLKS 1"=0047

pnOt *** LUG DU MI" F[LE' 3.6/133't Q84/JEDEPMANN
0002 ~** .
00'l3 COOl' I, 'JEN[NI; AND 1,IELrOME TO THE 3,6 M.
0004 IS THIS YOUP fJpST RUN?
0

'
)')'0 NO

0006 WE SHALL CHECK THAT, WllAf 1'3 Y()UR NAME?
OOO? J. LDLpMANN
0008 INSTITUTL?
OOOQ ASTPOPHYSICAL INSTITUTE ANYTOWN.
0010 OK YOU WERE HERE ON 123/1983. OK?
00\\ WELL EP",
P012 YOUR PEPORD SAY THAT YOU LOST 23.7 MIN DUE
0013 10 WRONG COORDINATES, D1D YOU !'RErAPE
00\- YUUR OBSERVATIONS BETTEl" THIS TIME?

(d) A new version of the 3.6 m telescope contra I pro­
gramme, more flexible and more suitable for the integra­
tion of the triplet adapter programme and for future imple­
mentation, had to be installed.

In order to solve these problems and to ofter the triplet
adapter for the period 25 (1 April-1 October 1980), a new
series of tests is planned for the end of November 1979.

During this second test period we intend to do:
(a) The final alignment of optics (blue and red).
(b) The tests of the guide probe, to determine the values

for the use of the "Foucault method".
(c) The determination of the light attenuation in relation

to fil m material, filters and exposure time for the spot sen­
sitometer.

(d) The determination of limiting magnitude.
(e) The tests for ghost images.
Documentation about the triplet adapter will be available

at the ESO Libraries in Geneva and on La Silla:
I. General description and specifications: from Novem­

ber 1979;
11. Operations Manual: from February 1980;
111. Maintenance Manual: from May 1980.

Oft, '-, I/ROMl SI
"I1l/;> OK ""e SHALL SEE., NOI,' GIVE YOUR ENTPY
(Iftl '? - (01)[ tJIJMIIEI'.
OOt'". or IX2~q8.428SQYZ

U01Q - CHeU 1NG, JUSl AMOMEN 1 ,
002U 01 ACCESS AUrHOpIZED IY OPC, PRorCED,
0021 1'1" 1 ML CASS, 0" COUl'E ,DeUS?
002:2 CA'3S.
11021 - OK, AVAILADLE. INSTRUMENf?
00;~4 lD« ON [</>C SI'ECIIWGPA"II,
0025 - ARE YOU SUPE YOU \IANT TIII', INSTRUMENT?
(111;-1/. SUPI .
"O?~ ARE yrU rEALLY SURE?
o O.,~:,' VI. '" DEn NIl CL Y,
n'l2" SUIIRY 1 \,IIJULD IlE,:'OMMEND TU TAI(E TIIL
003" I'1:>L ~·I'LCH'DGI·'Af'll,
1)1131 WIIY?
Otl3;.) - NO AN~;I,J1 h'.
0113:5 IlU1 WlrY [ASI(ED F'J!> TIII: 01111 r~ 11

[0('34 i'i( TEMI'ORA'lY TIWUVLE(: ~11111 LI"" ,
U',3', IHEI" "ALL TlIE I' PAIR UNlT,
('03(, I~L TI.CI'-I'. TIIE CAPIOCA GAML lS S'IILI. IIIL
1)0]" I SEL (<IlING IN TIIE OTIILH 8PEC1POGRAPII,
U03'~ -01', (ASSMH~IiOI' IN, DM .IN. IDSUN, 01(,
OU3Q - 001"[. OBJECT?
0040 NGC 80SS,
004' - ':0011 D1l"ATES 23: 55 . SI, -78,;' 3 , ( 191J4 ,4)
0042 S[WPY. IMPOSS1J.tLE OBJlCT, RLJLCTED,
004'5 WIIY?
10(144 - ALREAOY 'J[lSERVLD "'[lH 11118 IN TRUMENf,
0(145 WHl' 1)11' THA1 I ! ! ! 1
004/;> CLASS[FIED INFORMATION, NOI AVA1LADLE,
o114? Ol( rAI'C NGC l'OS!,.
OP48 COOROINATES 23, ~, 5 ,89,55:45 (1984,4)
004" SOR!'Y OUT OF RAN(·E IZCNJIH Dl TANCI (.[1:2110')
0(51) Oll PLEASE 1 1 1 1
0051 - OK. !.tUT ONLY 1HI9 ONE'
Oll 2 PROMI~E.
OOS3 - GO TO OBJECT, OPEN HATCII, MOVE DOME, AQUIRE
0054 00lEC1, SURROUNDING CONflGURATlON CHECKEP
00 S DK. CENTER I'" BUT, AIJTO'.UIDER ON, START
0056 lNTEGRATION. NOW, TIME U1:23·55.4 ET,
0057 OBSERVATION STARTED, INSERf COMMENT 0

onSB NGCB"56, ZoO, IS COMPUTER RESrONS1BJLITY,
005Q THAT 1 I"OT FAIR, YOU ASKED ME,
n060 ,OK. ASTRONOMERS RESPONSIBIL1TY.
1l1l6t (PAUSE)
0062 - DBSERUATIOI" S10P,
0063 : 'WHATI I hIHY?
0064 - ENOUGH PHOTONS pECEIVED, S[GNAL/NOISE = 7,89
006 !.tUT I WANT 10 BE SORE, '" PLEA~E"
0066 - REQUEST PEJECTED, WASTE OF VALOABLE TELESCOPE
0067 TIME, NEXT OBJECT?
0068 NGC 0056,
006Q - REJECTED ALREADY OOSERVED WITH THIS
UO?U CONF1GURATION,
0071 WHO'I
01172 - SORRY CLAS IFIED INfOPMATION.
U073 DK r GIVE UP, LET US GO 10 THE NEXT OBJECT
0074 NGC BUS7.
0075 - WHAT ,ABOUT THE I"EW SUPERNOVA IN NGC 3333? I
88;~ ~~ö~KoJ7~I2~E P~b8W~gM~~NOR DEV1AIIONS FROM
OIl?U YES [<UT., 0

0079 - 1 WOULD LIRE TO SEE WHAT If LOOKS LIKE,
0080 lAU CIRCULAP 5123: 1RANSFER DA1A.
0081 MOVE TELESCOPE. MOVE DOME, ACQUIRE,
0082 OBSERVATION START, SpLC1RAL DISPLAY ON,
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