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I am indebted to my predecessor Gaitee 
Hussain for her guidance into the intrica-
cies of The Messenger, as well as for 
steering the journal over the past three 
years. Gaitee has been a true role model 
for me and for many colleagues at ESO 
and beyond. As per the journal’s tradition, 
a composite of all the cover images of 
The Messenger under her direction is 
shown on p. 59. I am wishing her all the 
best in her new professional endeavour 
at the European Space Agency.

Links

1  Guidelines for articles in The Messenger: 
https://www.eso.org/sci/publications/messenger/
mes-guide.html 
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My first encounter with The Messenger 
was in my student years when I was 
given a research assignment on 
extremely large telescopes. To this date  
I vividly remember my fascination with 
OWL, the OverWhelmingly Large tele-
scope that I read about in The Messenger 
No. 100. It is a great honour for me to be 
the new editor of this journal, especially 
now that ESO is well under way to build-
ing its Extremely Large Telescope (ELT).  
I take this opportunity to thank you for 
your patience with the delay in publishing 

the current volume during this transition 
period. I hope that this special issue — 
dedicated to ELT’s instrumentation — will 
be as inspiring, in particular to our junior 
readers, as The Messenger No. 100 was 
for me.
 
I am looking forward to continuing the 
traditions of this communications channel 
to reach out to ESO’s astronomical user 
community with high-quality articles, as 
well as to feature new content that will 
spark the curiosity of a broader range of 
professionals whose interests cross 
paths with ESO and astronomy. Do not 
hesitate to submit1 your ideas for topical 
contributions showcasing the usage of 
ESO’s various programmes and facilities.
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Welcome 
to the new online home 

of the World’s Biggest 

Eye on the Sky.
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