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Astronomical News

The European Southern Observatory research student programme 
aims to provide opportunities to enhance the PhD programmes of 
ESO member-state universities. Its goal is to bring young scientists 
into close contact with the activities and people at one of the world�s 
foremost observatories. For more information about ESO�s astro-
nomical research activities please consult www.eso.org/science/.

The ESO studentship programme is shared between the ESO Head-
PT@QSDQR�HM�&@QBGHMF��&DQL@MX��@MC�SGD�$2.�NEjBDR�HM�2@MSH@FN�
(Chile). These positions are open to students enrolled in a PhD pro-
FQ@LLD�HM�@RSQNMNLX�NQ�QDK@SDC�jDKCR�(M�@CCHSHNM��$2.�VHKK�OQNUHCD�
up to two studentship positions per year in Santiago for students 
enrolled in South American universities.

Students in the programme work on their doctoral project under  
the formal supervision of their home university. They come to either 
Garching or Santiago for a stay of normally between one and two 
years to conduct part of their studies under the co-supervision of an 
ESO staff astronomer. Candidates and their supervisors at the home 
institute should agree on a research project together with the ESO 
local supervisor. A list of potential ESO supervisors and their research 
interests can be found at www.eso.org/sci/activities/personnel.html. 
A list of current PhD projects offered by ESO staff is available at  
www.eso.org/sci/activities/thesis-topics/. It is highly recommended 
that the applicants start their PhD studies at their home institute 
before continuing their PhD work and developing observational 
expertise at ESO.

ESO Chile students will have an opportunity to visit the observato-
ries and get involved in small projects aimed at providing an insight 
into operations at the observatory. Such visits and projects, which 
are voluntary, will be scheduled to ensure that they do not interfere 
with the research project of the student in Santiago.

(M�&@QBGHMF��RSTCDMSR�B@M�ADMDjS�EQNL�SGD�RDQHDR�NE�KDBSTQDR�FHUDM�SN�
the PhD students enrolled in the IMPRS (International Max-Planck 
Research School on Astrophysics) PhD programme; attendance is 
voluntary. Students who are already enrolled in a PhD programme in 
the Munich area (e.g., the IMPRS or at a Munich University) and wish 
to apply for an ESO studentship in Garching, should provide com-
ODKKHMF�ITRSHjB@SHNM�ENQ�SGDHQ�@OOKHB@SHNM

The Outline of the Terms of Service for Students (www.eso.org/ 
public/employment/student.html) provides some more details on 
DLOKNXLDMS�BNMCHSHNMR�@MC�ADMDjSR
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3GD�BKNRHMF�C@SD�ENQ�@OOKHB@SHNMR�HR����)TMD������
+@SD�@OOKHB@SHNMR�VHKK�AD�@BBDOSDC�TMSHK�@KK�SGD�ONRHSHNMR�@QD�jKKDC

Please attach to your application the following documents:

�  a Curriculum Vitae (including a list of publications, if any), with a 
BNOX�NE�SGD�SQ@MRBQHOS�NE�TMHUDQRHSX�BDQSHjB@SD�R��CHOKNL@�R���

�  a summary of the Masters thesis project (if applicable) and ongo-
ing projects, indicating the title and the supervisor (maximum half 
a page), as well as an outline of the PhD project, highlighting the 
advantages of coming to ESO (recommended 1 page, max. 2); 

�  two letters of reference, one from the supervisor/advisor at the 
home institute and one from the ESO local supervisor; 

l��@�KDSSDQ�EQNL�SGD�GNLD�HMRSHSTSHNM�SG@S��H��FT@Q@MSDDR�jM@MBH@K�RTO -
port for the remaining PhD period after the completion of the ESO 
studentship; and ii) indicates whether the requirements to obtain 
SGD�/G#�CDFQDD�@S�SGD�GNLD�HMRSHSTSD�G@UD�@KQD@CX�ADDM�ETKjKKDC�

All documents should be submitted in English (but no translation is 
QDPTHQDC�ENQ�SGD�BDQSHjB@SDR�@MC�CHOKNL@R�

Review of the received material, including the recommendation let-
SDQR��VHKK�RS@QS�NM�)TMD���� OOKHB@SHNMR�@QQHUHMF�@ESDQ�SGHR�CD@CKHMD�
VHKK�AD�BNMRHCDQDC�TMSHK�@KK�SGD�ONRHSHNMR�@QD�jKKDC�(MBNLOKDSD�@OOKH -
cations will not be considered. All reference letters should be sent 
electronically to vacancy@eso.org.

"@MCHC@SDR�VHKK�AD�MNSHjDC�NE�SGD�QDRTKSR�NE�SGD�RDKDBSHNM�OQNBDRR�HM�
July 2009. Studentships typically begin between August and 
#DBDLADQ�NE�SGD�XD@Q�HM�VGHBG�SGDX�@QD�@V@QCDC�(M�VDKK�ITRSHjDC�
cases, starting dates in the year following the application can be 
negotiated.

For further information please contact Christina Stoffer (cstoffer@
eso.org).

3GD�ONRS�HR�NODM�DPT@KKX�SN�RTHS@AKX�PT@KHjDC�L@KD�@MC�EDL@KD�@OOKH -
cants.


