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+HQUL�%RI:Q��(G�-DQVVHQ�DQG�  

Hännes Heyer

ESO

3N�L@QJ�SGD�%QDMBG�/QDRHCDMBX�NE�SGD�
Council of the European Union, the 
French Ministry of Higher Education and 
Research decided to create a European 
"HSX�NE�2BHDMBD�HM�NMD�NE�LNRS�L@FMHj -
BDMS�GHRSNQHB@K�ATHKCHMFR�HM�/@QHR��SGD�
&Q@MC�/@K@HR��NM���l���-NUDLADQ

(M�SGHR�HLOQDRRHUD�RDSSHMF��SGD�$TQNOD@M�
City of Science paid host to more than 
42 000 visitors � some queuing for  
TO�SN�SVN�GNTQR�SN�DMSDQ���@KK�S@JHMF�SGD�
opportunity to learn how the European 
1DRD@QBG� QD@�CNDR�HSR�VNQJ�-NS�  
only schoolchildren of all ages, but also 
@CTKSR��BNTKC�KD@QM�@ANTS�RBHDMSHjB�@MC�
technical culture with the help of guides 
S@JHMF�SGDL�SN�LDDS�QDRD@QBG�RBHDMSHRSR�
EQNL�DUDQX�BNTMSQX�HM�$TQNOD�3GD�RBHDM -
SHjB�@MC�SDBGMNKNFHB@K�ODQRODBSHUDR� 
were presented through the outcomes 
@MC�HMUDMSHNMR�OQNCTBDC�AX�SGD�QDRD@QBG

3GD�RBHDMSHjB�BNLLTMHSX�G@C�DMSGTRH@RSH -
cally rallied round the realisation of  
SGD�$TQNOD@M�"HSX�NE�2BHDMBD�.UDQ�����
organisations (80 from countries in  
the European Union other than France) 
DWOQDRRDC�SGDHQ�HMSDQDRS�HM�S@JHMF�O@QS� 
in this event by answering a call for 
OQNIDBS�OQNONR@KR�HRRTDC�AX�SGD�LHMHRSQX�
 �RBHDMSHjB�BNLLHSSDD�RDKDBSDC�SGD� 
jM@K����OQNONR@KR��HMBKTCHMF����EQNL�

other countries in the European Union) 
SG@S�VDQD�OQDRDMSDC

ESO was present, in a joint venture with 
several French research partners: CEA 
Service d�Astrophysique; Observatoire  
CD�/@QHR��(MRSHSTS�C� RSQNOGXRHPTD�CD�
/@QHR��+@ANQ@SNHQD�C� RSQNOGXRHPTD�CD�
Marseille and the Centre de Recherche 
 RSQNOGXRHPTD�CD�+XNM

The stand occupied by ESO and its part-
MDQR�V@R�@�����L 2 �astronomy dome�, 
entitled �From the VLT to the E-ELT: 
$TQNOD��@�6HMCNV�NM�SGD�4MHUDQRDt�(S�
showcased most current astronomical 
SGDLDR��EQNL�KHED�HM�SGD�4MHUDQRD�SN�AK@BJ�
GNKDR�@MC�C@QJ�DMDQFX��@R�VDKK�@R�SGD� 
crucial role played by Europe in these 
areas, with particular emphasis on ESO�s 
Very Large Telescope (VLT) and its plan 

to build the biggest �eye� on Earth, the 
42-metre European Extremely Large  
3DKDRBNOD��$�$+3�

Numerous short presentations on a wide 
variety of topics made by astronomers 
from our partner institutes were an 
HLONQS@MS�BNLONMDMS�NE�SGD�RS@MC�3GDRD�
presentations drew a very large crowd 
SGQNTFGNTS�SGD�SGQDD�C@XR�$2.�R� 
presence at the European City was very 
much appreciated both by the public  
and the media, and the E-ELT was show-
cased in the special Euronews report on 
SGD�DUDMS�,NQDNUDQ��VD�G@C�SGD�OKD@RTQD�
of welcoming the French Minister of 
Higher Education and Research, Valérie 
/!BQDRRD��SNFDSGDQ�VHSG�SGD�$TQNOD@M�
Commissioner for Science and Research, 
)@MDY�/NSN�MHJ�(E�SGDQD�HR�@�ATHKCHMF�SG@S�
B@M�BNLODSD�VHSG�SGD�L@FMHjBDMS�&Q@MC�
/@K@HR��HS�HR�SGD�OK@MMDC�$�$+3l

Astronomical News

ESO at the European City of Science

Figure 1.�'DMQH�!NEjM�
from ESO (left) explain-
ing the model of the 
dome for the European 
Extremely Large  
Telescope to Valérie 
/!BQDRRD��SGD��%QDMBG�
Minister of Higher  
Education and Research 
(centre) and Janez 
/NSN�MHJ��SGD��$TQNOD@M�
Commissioner for  
Science and Research 
�QHFGS��
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Douglas Pierce-Price, Pedro Russo and 

Lars Lindberg Christensen

ESO

 R�L@MX�QD@CDQR�@KQD@CX�JMNV��SGD�(MSDQ-
M@SHNM@K� RSQNMNLHB@K�4MHNM��( 4��
K@TMBGDC������@R�SGD�(MSDQM@SHNM@K�8D@Q�NE�
 RSQNMNLX��(8 ������TMCDQ�SGD�SGDLD�
f3GD�4MHUDQRD��8NTQR�SN�#HRBNUDQt�
(8 �����L@QJR�SGD����SG�@MMHUDQR@QX�NE�
SGD�jQRS�@RSQNMNLHB@K�NARDQU@SHNMR�SGQNTFG�
@�SDKDRBNOD��AX�&@KHKDN�&@KHKDH� ESDQ�L@MX�

years of preparation, we are ready for an 
@L@YHMF�XD@Q�ETKK�NE�CHRBNUDQX�@MC�VNMCDQ�
ESO has played a major role in this project 
RHMBD�OK@MMHMF�ADF@M�HM�����

$2.�HR�GNRSHMF�SGD�( 4�R�(8 ������2DBQD-
S@QH@S��VGHBG�BNNQCHM@SDR�SGD�8D@Q�FKNA@KKX�
ESO is also one of the Organisational 
 RRNBH@SDR�NE�(8 ������@MC�V@R�BKNRDKX�
involved in the resolution submitted to the 
4MHSDC�-@SHNMR�AX�(S@KX��VGHBG�KDC�SN�SGD�
4-�R���MC�&DMDQ@K� RRDLAKX�OQNBK@HLHMF�
�����SGD�(MSDQM@SHNM@K�8D@Q�NE� RSQNMNLX�

ESO IYA2009 projects and activities

3GDQD�VHKK�AD�@�Q@MFD�NE�$2.�RODBHjB�@B��
tivities throughout the year, some of which 
@QD�CDRBQHADC�GDQD

f(M�RD@QBG�NE�NTQ�"NRLHB�.QHFHMRt�HR�@�
OK@MDS@QHTL�RGNV�@ANTS� +, �3GD�RGNV�
is being produced by ESO and the Asso-
BH@SHNM�NE�%QDMBG�+@MFT@FD�/K@MDS@QHTLR�
HM�BNKK@ANQ@SHNM�VHSG�SGD�/K@MDS@QHTL�NE�
 TFRATQF

ESO and the International Year of Astronomy 2009



67The Messenger 134 � December 2008

Astronomical News

Personnel Movements

Arrivals����.BSNADQl���#DBDLADQ������

Europe

Dall, Thomas (DK) User Support Astronomer
Suarez Valles, Marcos (ES) Software Engineer
Jeanmart, Kristel (BE) Administrative Assistant
Dinjens-D�Lazarus, Mary (NL) Administrative Assistant
6HKC��6NKEF@MF��#$�� $TQNOD@M�/QNIDBS�,@M@FDQ� +, 
van Kampen, Eelco (NL) Applied Scientist
2BGLHC��"GQHRSH@M��#$� � /GXRHBHRS
Saint-Hilaire, Valérie (FR) Administrative Assistant
3NCNQNUHB��,HQJN��! �� $KDBSQNMHBR�3DBGMHBH@M
Venemans, Bram (NL) Fellow
3DHWDHQ@��/@TK@�2SDKK@��/3�� %DKKNV
*K@@RRDM��/@LDK@��-+�� %DKKNV
Béchet, Clémentine (FR) Optical Engineer
,DHK��!DSXK��#$�� '1�.EjBDQ
Villegas Mansilla, Daniela (CL) Astronomer
2BGMDKKDQ��#NLHMHJ��#$�� &DMDQ@K�$MFHMDDQ
&DDQ@DQS��/@SQHBJ��!$�� 'D@C�NE� CLHMHRSQ@SHNM
Jaffe Ribbi, Yara Lorena (VE) Student
%Q@MJ��,@SSGH@R��#$�� 2STCDMS
Seemann, Ulf (DE) Student

Chile

2LNJDQ��)NM@SG@M��&!�� .ODQ@SHNMR� RSQNMNLDQ
#DMS��6HKKH@L��&!��� 2XRSDLR� RSQNMNLDQ
Cabrera, Claudio (CL)  Civil Engineer
2DQQ@MN��&THCN��"+�� /QNBTQDLDMS�.EjBDQ
3GNL@R�� KDWHR��"+�� -DSVNQJ�2ODBH@KHRS
Abadie, Sergio (CL) Maintenance Technician
+DNM��&HMN��"+�� 3DKDRBNOD�(MRSQTLDMSR�.ODQ@SNQ
Moerchen, Margaret (USA) Fellow
Huertas-Company, Marc (ES) Fellow
+NLA@QCH��&H@MKTB@��(3�� .OSHB@K�$MFHMDDQ
,NMSDMDFQN�,NMSDR��%Q@MBHRBN�,��$2� � .ODQ@SHNMR� RSQNMNLDQ
Zorotovic, Monica (CL) Student
&@KKDMMD�� KDW@MCQD��%1�� 2STCDMS

Departures����.BSNADQl���#DBDLADQ������

Europe

Haggouchi, Karim (FR) Software Engineer
/@MFNKD��$QHB��%1��� 2XRSDL�$MFHMDDQ
Rudolf, Hans (DE)  System Engineer
Mengel, Sabine (DE)  User Support Astronomer
&TRS@ERRNM��!HQFDQ��2$��� 2NESV@QD�$MFHMDDQ
Sivertsen, Beatrice (DE)  Secretary/Assistant
Toft, Sune (DK)  Fellow
%DKADQ��-HM@��#$��� /@HC� RRNBH@SD
 Q@TIN�'@TBJ��"NMRS@MY@��"+��� .OSHB@K�$MFHMDDQ
6HKRNM��3GNL@R��42 ��� #HQDBSNQ�ENQ� +, 
Malapert, Jean-Christophe (FR)  Software Engineer
"NQQDH@�-TMDR��/@TKN��/3��� 2NESV@QD�$MFHMDDQ
2NLL@QHU@��5DQNMHB@��(3��� 2STCDMS
Brogaard, Karsten (DK)  Student
Shen, Zhixia (CN)  Student
&NA@S��1@OG@DK��"'��� 2STCDMS
*@QNUHBNU@��(U@��"9��� 2STCDMS

Chile

Durand, Yves (FR) Head of Engineering Department
 QDM@R��$CT@QCN��/$�� /QNBTQDLDMS�.EjBDQ
Nuñez, Herman (CL) Technical Drawer
&NMY@KDY��#NLHMFN��"+�� 6@HSDQ
&@QMHB@��2NMH@��"+�� &TDRSGNTRD�2TODQUHRNQ
1HR@BGDQ��"GQHRSNOGD��%1�� (MRSQTLDMS�2BHDMSHRS
"DRDSSH��,@QX��(3�� 2STCDMS
/HMSN�,NQDHQ@��.KF@��/3�� 2STCDMS
Salinas, Ricardo (CL) Student

(M�BNKK@ANQ@SHNM�VHSG�SGD�( 4��$2.�G@R�OQN��
CTBDC�@�ANNJ�@MC�#5#�LNUHD�BDKDAQ@SHMF�
SGD����SG�@MMHUDQR@QX�NE�SGD�SDKDRBNOD�
f$XDR�NM�SGD�2JHDRt�DWOKNQDR�SGD�RSNQX�NE�
SGD�SDKDRBNOD���HSR�GHRSNQX��RBHDMSHjB�@MC�
technical advances, and the people 
ADGHMC�SGHR�FQNTMC�AQD@JHMF�HMUDMSHNM�

A wide range of activities and projects for 
(8 �����HM�"GHKD�HR�OK@MMDC��HMBKTCHMF� 
a planisphere, �Science Cafés�, a night-
RJX�OGNSN�ANNJ��@�MDSVNQJ�NE�RBGNNKR�
revisiting classical science experiments, a 
permanent astronomical exhibition at  
the Museum of the Desert in Antofagasta, 
@MC�@M�.ODM�'NTRD�@S�/@Q@M@K��+@�2HKK@��
@MC� /$7� +, 

ESO will also participate in a number of 
@BSHUHSHDR�@S�HSR�GD@CPT@QSDQR�HM�&@QBGHMF��
&DQL@MX��HMBKTCHMF�SGD�.ODM�'NTRD�C@X�
NM�SGD�&@QBGHMF�B@LOTR��OK@MMDC�ENQ����
.BSNADQ������

ESO will be featured at several exhibitions 
CTQHMF�(8 ������HMBKTCHMF�SGD�FKNA@K�
(8 �����NODMHMF�BDQDLNMX�@S�4-$2".�HM�
/@QHR��@MC�SGD�&DQL@M�(8 �����NODMHMF�
DUDMS�HM�!DQKHM

(8 �����&KNA@K�"NQMDQRSNMD�/QNIDBSR� 
at ESO

(M�@CCHSHNM�SN�HSR�$2.�RODBHjB�@BSHUHSHDR��
$2.�HR�HMUNKUDC�HM�L@MX�NE�SGD�(8 �����
&KNA@K�"NQMDQRSNMD�/QNIDBSR��@MC�HR�OK@X-
HMF�@�KD@CHMF�QNKD�HM�SGQDD�NE�SGDL

�100 Hours of Astronomy� (2�5 April 2009) 
is a worldwide event bringing together star 
O@QSHDR��VDAB@RSR��@MC�LNQD�$2.�HR�BNNQ-
dinating a 24-hour webcast from research 
NARDQU@SNQHDR�@QNTMC�SGD�VNQKC

(M�f"NRLHB�#H@QXt��OQNEDRRHNM@K�RBHDMSHRSR�
will put a human face on astronomy 
SGQNTFG�AKNFR�3GD�OQNIDBS�HR�BNNQCHM@SDC�
EQNL�SGD�(8 �����2DBQDS@QH@S�@S�$2.��@MC�
16 of our researchers are participating in 
SGD�OQNIDBS�R�$2.�AKNF

3GD�f/NQS@K�SN�SGD�4MHUDQRDt�RDDJR�SN�OQN-
vide a global, one-stop portal for online 
astronomy content, for content providers, 
laypeople, press, educators, decision-
L@JDQR�@MC�RBHDMSHRSR�$2.��SNFDSGDQ�VHSG�
ESA/Hubble, is providing the portal infra-
RSQTBSTQD

%NQ�LNQD�@ANTS�$2.�HM�(8 ������UHRHS�� 
  http://www.astronomy2009.eu/ or  

contact information@eso.org
%NQ�(8 �����HM�FDMDQ@K�UHRHS�� 
  http://www.astronomy2009.org/ or  
BNMS@BS�SGD�(8 �����BNNQCHM@SNQ�� 
/DCQN�1TRRN��prusso@eso.org)


