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Fellows at ESO

Daniel Kubas

My journey to the Atacama desert started 
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the �big lamp�, was a celestial companion 
called �the Moon� and was not in fact 
RGHMHMF�HSRDKE��ATS�NMKX�QDkDBSHMF�SGD�KHFGS�
EQNL�SGD�fSQTKX�AHF�K@LOt��SGD�2TM��(�
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the Technical University of Berlin, spend-
ing a year (1998) at the University of Mel-
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of joining the ESO team serving the astro-
nomical community as support astrono-
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before on telescopes, but none as clear 
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science life at ESO Vitacura � last, but 
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So my decision to spend my last off-duty 
fellow year (starting in March 2009) out-
side ESO was certainly not easy, but the 
temptation to exchange the starry lights 
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hunt for exoplanets using microlensing) is 
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became enchanted with astronomy very 
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University of Bonn and the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, and obtained a 
masters degree in physics in Bonn in 
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2006, two months before starting my 
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clusters, the cosmic web, and the deter-
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ing, a technique that has fascinated me 
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lensing mass estimates of galaxy clusters 
to those obtained with other methods, 
and developing new statistics to con-
strain cosmological parameters with 
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with its unique conglomeration of astro-
nomical institutes, is a near-perfect envi-
ronment for my science and some of my 
projects could not have been realised 
without the close collaborations of col-
leagues at ESO�s neighbouring Max-
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the ESO Survey Team, which oversees 
the preparation and, eventually, the exe-
cution of ESO public surveys with the 
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