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Fellows at ESO

Daniel Kubas

My journey to the Atacama desert started 
PTHSD�@�VGHKD�@FN�6GDM�(�KD@QMDC�EQNL�
LX�O@QDMSR�SG@S�VG@S�(�V@R�QDEDQQHMF�SN�@R�
the �big lamp�, was a celestial companion 
called �the Moon� and was not in fact 
RGHMHMF�HSRDKE��ATS�NMKX�QDkDBSHMF�SGD�KHFGS�
EQNL�SGD�fSQTKX�AHF�K@LOt��SGD�2TM��(�
became more curious about what was 
FNHMF�NM�TO�SGDQD�HM�SGD�RJHDR�@ANUD�!DQ -
KHM�3G@MJR�SN�SGD�RTOOKX�NE�ANNJR�EQNL�
Jules Vernes, television shows from Carl 
2@F@M�@MC�jKLR�HM�VGHBG�SGD�$@QSG�RSNNC�
still, or featuring people from a planet 
B@KKDC�5TKB@M��(�GDKC�NM�SN�SGHR�BTQHNRHSX�
$UDMST@KKX�(�RS@QSDC�RSTCXHMF�OGXRHBR�@S�
the Technical University of Berlin, spend-
ing a year (1998) at the University of Mel-
ANTQMD�@MC�jMHRGHMF�@S�SGD�4MHUDQRHSX�NE�
/NSRC@L�������

%HM@KKX��HM�,@QBG�������(�G@C�SGD�OQHUHKDFD�
of joining the ESO team serving the astro-
nomical community as support astrono-
LDQ�HM�/@Q@M@K�(�G@C�RODMS�@�KNS�NE�MHFGSR�
before on telescopes, but none as clear 
@MC�KNMF�@R�SGD�NMDR�HM�SGD�,@QSH@M�KHJD�
 S@B@L@�CDRDQS� O@QS�EQNL�ADHMF�@M�
NTS�NE�SGHR�VNQKC�OK@BD��VG@S�RSQHJDR�LD�
most, is the dedication and enthusiasm 
NE�SGD�ODNOKD�VNQJHMF�SGDQD�-N�L@SSDQ�
SGD�SHLD�NE�SGD�C@X�XNT�@KV@XR�jMC�@�
GDKOHMF�G@MC�VHSG�@�RLHKD�'NVDUDQ�$2.�
HR�LTBG�LNQD�SG@M�@M�NARDQU@SNQX�3GD�
science life at ESO Vitacura � last, but 
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by the recently arrived Head of Science 
,HBG@DK�6DRS����NEEDQR�@M�@SSQ@BSHUD�LHW�
NE�S@KJR�Q@MFHMF�EQNL�O@RRHMF�GHFG�OQNjKD�
DWODQSR�EQNL�@KK�jDKCR��SN�RODBH@KHRDC�
seminars organised by local staff, fellows 
@MC�RSTCDMSR

So my decision to spend my last off-duty 
fellow year (starting in March 2009) out-
side ESO was certainly not easy, but the 
temptation to exchange the starry lights 
ENQ�SGD�BHSX�KHFGSR�NE�SGD�(MRSHSTSD�
C� RSQNOGXRHPTD�CD�/@QHR��VGDQD�@�RSQNMF�
SD@L�HM�LX�E@UNTQHSD�jDKC�NE�QDRD@QBG���SGD�
hunt for exoplanets using microlensing) is 
ENQLHMF��V@R�SNN�AHF�'NVDUDQ�(�VHKK�
surely stay in contact with my ESO col-
KD@FTDR�@MC�EQHDMCR�@MC��VGN�JMNVR��
L@X�AD�A@BJ�RNLD�C@X�NQ�RNLD�MHFGS
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(�@L�NMD�NE�SGNRD�@RSQNMNLDQR�VGN�
became enchanted with astronomy very 
D@QKX�HM�SGDHQ�KHUDR�,X�O@QDMSR�SDKK�LD�SG@S�
shortly after my fascination with astron-
NLX�RS@QSDC��@S�SGD�@FD�NE�jUD��(�CDBK@QDC�
SG@S�(�V@MSDC�SN�ADBNLD�@M�@RSQNMNLDQ��
@�FN@K�(�G@UD�OTQRTDC�DUDQ�RHMBD

(�RSTCHDC�OGXRHBR�@MC�@RSQNMNLX�@S�SGD�
University of Bonn and the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, and obtained a 
masters degree in physics in Bonn in 
����� ESDQ�SG@S�(�INHMDC�$2.�ENQ�SGD�jQRS�
SHLD��VNQJHMF�ENQ�SGD�$2.�(L@FHMF�2TQUDX�
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2006, two months before starting my 
$2.�EDKKNVRGHO
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clusters, the cosmic web, and the deter-
LHM@SHNM�NE�BNRLNKNFHB@K�O@Q@LDSDQR�,X�
SNNK�NE�BGNHBD�HR�VD@J�FQ@UHS@SHNM@K�KDMR -
ing, a technique that has fascinated me 
DUDQ�RHMBD�(�jQRS�GD@QC�@ANTS�HS�HM�@�KDBSTQD�
BNTQRD�HM������#TQHMF�LX�EDKKNVRGHO�(�
G@UD�LNRSKX�VNQJDC�NM�BNLO@QHMF�VD@J�
lensing mass estimates of galaxy clusters 
to those obtained with other methods, 
and developing new statistics to con-
strain cosmological parameters with 
TOBNLHMF�HL@FHMF�RTQUDXR�&@QBGHMF��
with its unique conglomeration of astro-
nomical institutes, is a near-perfect envi-
ronment for my science and some of my 
projects could not have been realised 
without the close collaborations of col-
leagues at ESO�s neighbouring Max-
/K@MBJ�(MRSHSTSDR
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the ESO Survey Team, which oversees 
the preparation and, eventually, the exe-
cution of ESO public surveys with the 
TOBNLHMF�5(23 �@MC�523�E@BHKHSHDR�2HMBD�
my research is based on large imaging 
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