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Astronomical News

New Staff at ESO
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 R�@�XNTMF�ANX�(�V@R�LXRSHjDC�AX�SGNRD�
enigmatic and persistent �clouds� in the 
MHFGS�RJX�NE�LX�ADKNUDC�5@KO@Q@HRN�(�VHKK�
neither forget, nor be able to describe, 
SGD�RSQHJHMF�EDDKHMF�(�G@C�VGHKD�QD@CHMF�
about the real nature of the Magellanic 
"KNTCR�HM�SGD�UDQX�jQRS�@RSQNMNLX�ANNJ�(�
ever owned (Astronomia by José Comas 
2NK���,X�HMSDQDRS�HM�@RSQNMNLX�FQDV�@S� 
@�RSD@CX�Q@SD�,@MX�XD@QR�O@RRDC�#TQHMF�
a visit to La Silla while studying electrical 
DMFHMDDQHMF��(�R@V�@�KNMF�G@HQDC��@MC�
AD@QCDC��@RSQNMNLDQ�V@KJHMF�A@QDENNS�
SNV@QCR�@�RL@KK�VGHSD�CNLD�(�QDLDLADQ�
SGHMJHMF�SN�LXRDKE�RNLDSGHMF�KHJD��f6NV��
what a cool job!�

(�FQ@CT@SDC�@MC�RS@QSDC�VNQJHMF�HM�HMCTR -
SQX� ESDQ�NMD�XD@Q��(�CDBHCDC�SN�NAS@HM�  
an MSc in digital/microwave communica-
SHNMR�HM�"G@KLDQR��2VDCDM�)TRS�@R�(�  
V@R�VQHSHMF�LX�L@RSDQ�R�SGDRHR��(�G@C�SGD�
opportunity to meet John Conway and 
VNQJ�VHSG�GHL�NM�@�SGDRHR�@ANTS�HMSDQRSDK -
lar masers (disguised as a telecommuni-
B@SHNMR�SGDRHR��(�V@R�@RRHFMDC�SN�@�RL@KK�
NEjBD�@S�SGD�.MR@K@�1XLCNARDQU@SNQHTL��
which eventually became my second 
GNLD�ENQ�@ANTS�jUD�XD@QR��TMSHK�(�QDBDHUDC�
@�/G#�HM�Q@CHN�@RSQNMNLX�TMCDQ�)NGM�R�
RTODQUHRHNM

(�@L�CDDOKX�HMSDQDRSDC�HM�SGD�RSTCX�NE�SGD�
possible evolutionary connections 
ADSVDDM� &-�@MC�RS@QATQRS�@BSHUHSX�.MD�
of the questions guiding my research  
is whether or not the 100-parsec-sized 
regions of starburst activity we see in 
external galaxies are scaled-up versions 
NE�&@K@BSHB�RS@Q�ENQLHMF�QDFHNMR�(E�MNS��
VG@S�L@JDR�SGDL�CHEEDQDMS��(�G@UD�RSTC -
HDC�RS@Q�ENQL@SHNM�@MC� &-�@BSHUHSX�TRHMF�
BL�V@UDKDMFSG�5+!(�NARDQU@SHNMR�NE�
large samples of galaxies, as well as 
deep cm- and mm-wavelength interfer-
NLDSQX�NE�RHMFKD�NAIDBSR�.UDQ�SGD�XD@QR�(�
have gathered much experience in both 
the theoretical and practical aspects of 
the interferometric techniques that are my 
OQHMBHO@K�QDRD@QBG�SNNKR

(M������(�QDSTQMDC�SN�"GHKD�@R�@�ONRSCNB�
@S�/NMSHjBH@�4MHUDQRHC@C�"@SNKHB@�(�S@TFGS�
a radio astronomy course and gave a  
few theoretical seminars about interfer-
NLDSQX� CCHSHNM@KKX��(�VNQJDC�HM�O@Q@KKDK�
@R�SGD�".-("83�RTOONQS�@RSQNMNLDQ� 
ENQ�SGD� /$7�SDKDRBNOD�VGDQD�LX�L@HM�
duties were to plan and conduct the 
NARDQU@SHNMR�NE�"GHKD@M�OQNIDBSR�(M�SGHR�
ONRHSHNM��(�V@R�KTBJX�DMNTFG�SN�G@UD�@�
free �test-drive� of the job before joining 
$2.�@R�@M� /$7�RS@EE�@RSQNMNLDQ�(� 
LTRS�R@X�(�BNLOKDSDKX�EDKK�HM�KNUD�VHSG�SGD�
Sequitor base and the overwhelming 
AD@TSX�NE�SGD�fVGHSD�K@CXt��NTQ�5$13$7�
CHRG��C@MBHMF�@F@HMRS�SGD�HLL@BTK@SD�RJX�
NE�"G@IM@MSNQ�(�LTRS�R@X�@KRN�SG@S�SGD�
NODQ@SHNM�NE�SGD� /$7�SDKDRBNOD�HR�O@Q -
SHBTK@QKX�BG@KKDMFHMF��@MC�SQHBJX���CTD� 
to the experimental nature of the project 
HSRDKE�!TS�SGD�QDV@QC�HR�OQHBDKDRR��SGD�
assortment of installed instruments com-
bined with the outstanding site allows 
CHRBNUDQHDR�SN�AD�L@CD�@KLNRS�DUDQX�C@X

Faviola Molina

-NS�EDDKHMF�SNS@KKX�@�ENQDHFMDQ�HM�"GHKD��(�
arrived in this exciting country in March 
������VGDM�(�RS@QSDC�ONRSFQ@CT@SD� 
RSTCHDR�@S�SGD�/NMSHjBH@�4MHUDQRHC@C�
"@SNKHB@�CD�"GHKD� R�RSTCDMS�(�DMINXDC�
LX�jQRS�SVN�@MC�@�G@KE�XD@QR�HM�"GHKD��
sharing great experiences with the peo-
OKD�(�VNQJDC�@MC�RSTCHDC�VHSG

6GDM�(�V@R�@�jUD�XD@QR�NKC�LX�AHF�
brother began to encourage me to watch 
@RSQNMNLHB@K�35�OQNFQ@LLDR�(�V@R� 
surprised about how many things can be 
ENTMC�?NTSRHCD���@MC�GNV�SGDX�VNQJ�(� 
V@R�ANQM�HM�,!QHC@��5DMDYTDK@�(�RSTCHDC�
physics at the Universidad de Los Andes, 
situated in the same beautiful city where  
(�V@R�ANQM� S�SGD�DMC�NE�LX�TMCDQ �
FQ@CT@SD�RSTCHDR��(�INHMDC�SGD�"DMSQN�CD�
(MUDRSHF@BHNMDR�CD� RSQNMNL0@��"(# ��  
SN�RS@QS�LX�SGDRHR�OQNIDBS�3GD�RTAIDBS�
was modelling the emission line spectra 
NE�RS@Q�ENQLHMF�F@K@WHDR�

(�G@UD�ADDM�@KV@XR�HMSDQDRSDC�HM�NARDQU@ -
SHNM@K�@RSQNMNLX�2N��@S�SGD�R@LD�SHLD� 
@R�(�V@R�CDUDKNOHMF�LX�TMCDQFQ@CT@SD�
SGDRHR��(�RS@QSDC�SN�VNQJ�@R�@�RDQUHBD�
mode observer at the Observatorio 
Nacional Llano del Hato, the observatory 
closest to the equator, and managed by 
"(# 

 ESDQ�(�NAS@HMDC�@�!2B�HM�OGXRHBR��(�LNUDC�
to Chile and obtained an MSc in astron-
NLX�@MC�@RSQNOGXRHBR�EQNL�SGD�/NMSHjBH@�
4MHUDQRHC@C�"@SNKHB@�CD�"GHKD�,X�SGDRHR�
there was about modelling the mass-
luminosity ratio and chemical enrichment 
in galaxies, considering the impact of the 
HMSDFQ@SDC�RSDKK@Q�(,%�

(�INHMDC�$2.�HM�2DOSDLADQ������@MC�
VNQJ�@R�@�RTOONQS�@RSQNMNLDQ�@S�+@�2HKK@
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Faviola Molina


