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An interdisciplinary workshop bringing 

together Solar System researchers, 

space mission engineers and scientists, 

ground- and space-based observers 

and theoreticians is summarised. The 

broad scope of the meeting covered 

current and future space missions, 

planned ground-based facilities and 

their closer interaction. 
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Fundamentally new observing platforms 
and space probes will become available 
for Solar System research in the coming 
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provided a forum to discuss the use of 
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characteristic observables when direct 
observations of extrasolar planets 
become feasible, with future facilities 
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sodium atmospheres of Mercury and  
our Moon to the bio-signatures of extra-
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Hermann Boehnhard, the following main 
conclusions were reached and agreed:

�  Even the most advanced and sophisti-
cated space missions that provide for  
in situ data need the complement of 
remote sensing data to place the obser-
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�  The Solar System inventory is far from 
complete and there is a strong need for 
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�  For the inventory of asteroid and come-
tary nuclei, systematic statistical stud-
ies of shapes, sizes, albedos and rota-
tion will depend critically on ground- 
based telescopes as well as the James 
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fundamentally improved insights into 
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the observations and theory of extra-
solar protoplanetary discs and our 
Solar System, more mineralogical data 
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�  European astronomers will be in the 
front seat for these research pro-
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1  Anyone wishing to join this group can contact 
either of the authors by e-mail: GTJ@Tl�DRN
NQ g or 
tozzi@arcetri.astro.it
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A workshop on Simulations for ALMA 

was held on 8�10 September 2008  

at IRAM. About 40 participants from 

Europe, North America and Japan 

attended, and discussed many aspects 

of ALMA imaging: topics included 

GHWDLOHG�VFLHQWL:F�VLPXODWLRQV�RI�DVWUR -

nomical observations together with 

more technical simulations of instru-

mental and atmospheric effects and the 

strategies for their correction. The 

workshop web page contains the pres-

entations made at the meeting and  

is available from http://www.mrao.cam.

ac.uk.

Construction of the Atacama Large  
Millimeter/submillimeter Array (ALMA) in 
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The majority of the hardware design is 

complete, and in many cases full produc-
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already been delivered to the mid-level 
site, the Operations Support Facility 
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interferometric fringes expected next 
year, now is a good time to revisit in detail 
the plans for ALMA data analysis to en -
sure that ALMA scientists have the  
necessary tools both to develop their sci-
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and produce the best possible datasets 
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