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ESO is the European Organisation for
Astronomical Research in the Southern
Hemisphere. Whilst the Headquarters
(comprising the scientific, technical and
administrative centre of the organisa-
tion) are located in Garching near
Munich, Germany, ESO operates three
observational sites in the Chilean Ata-
cama desert. The Very Large Telescope
(VLT), is located on Paranal, a 2600 m
high mountain south of Antofagasta. At
La Silla, 600 km north of Santiago de
Chile at 2400 m altitude, ESO operates
several medium-sized optical tele-
scopes. The third site is the 5000 m
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The ESO Messenger is published four
times a year: normally in March, June,
September and December. ESO also
publishes Conference Proceedings and
other material connected to its activi-
ties. Press Releases inform the media
about particular events. For further
information, contact the ESO Public
Affairs Department at the following ad—
dress: "

ESO Headquarters
Karl-Schwarzschild-StraBe 2
85748 Garching bei Miinchen
Germany

Phone +498932006-0 ..
Fax +49893202362
information@eso.org

+ WWW.eS0.0rg

The ESO Messenger:
Editor: Jeremy R. Walsh
Technical editors: Jutta Boxheimer
and Mafalda Martins
www.eso.org/messenger/
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81805 Miinchen _ Front Cover Picture: VLT HAWK-I near-infrared image of part of the Serpens
Germany - - star-forming region, showing a wealth of evidence for emergence of young stars
from their patental cloud. This colour composite image was formed from three
© ESO 2007 1-min exposures in J, H and K filters taken during instrument commissioning.
ISSN 0722-6691 ' . (See ESO PR Photo 36¢/07.) .
- R ' foa - i . -
& - L]
- L ]
L] L]



