ESO, the European Southern Observa-
tory, was created in 1962 to “... establish
and operate an astronomical observatory
in the southern hemisphere, equipped
with powerful instruments, with the aim of
furthering and organising collaboration
in astronomy...” It is supported by ten
countries: Belgium, Denmark, France,
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom. ESO operates at three sites in
the Atacama desert region of Chile. The
Very Large Telescope (VLT), is located on
Paranal, a 2,600 m high mountain ap-
proximately 130 km south of Antofagasta.
The VLT consists of four 8.2 metre diame-
ter telescopes. These telescopes can be
used separately, or in combination as a
giant interferometer (VLTI). At La Silla, 600
km north of Santiago de Chile at
2,400 m altitude, ESO operates several
optical telescopes with diameters up to
3.6 m. The third site is the 5,000 m high
Llano de Chajnantor, near San Pedro de
Atacama. Here a new submillimetre tele-
scope (APEX) is being completed, and a
large submillimetre-wave array of 64 an-
tennas (ALMA) is under development.
Over 1300 proposals are made each year
for the use of the ESO telescopes. The
ESO headquarters are located in Garch-
ing, near Munich, Germany. This is the sci-
entific, technical and administrative cen-
tre of ESO where technical development
programmes are carried out to provide
the Paranal and La Silla observatories
with the most advanced instruments.
ESO employs about 320 international
staff members, Fellows and Associates in
Europe and Chile, and about 160 local
staff members in Chile.

The ESO MESSENGER is published four
times a year: normally in March, June,
September and December. ESO also
publishes Conference Proceedings, Pre-
prints, Technical Notes and other material
connected to its activities. Press Releas-
es inform the media about particular
events. For further information, contact
the ESO Education and Public Relations
Department at the following address:
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Venus Rendezvous with the Sun

An invitation to planetariums, public observatories, amateur astronomy associ-
ations, etc. to participate in a unique public educational programme

On June 8, 2004, Venus passes in front of the Sun. This is a very
rare event: the last one occurred in 1882! The founding members of
the “VT-2004 consortium’, the European Southern Observatory, the
European Association for Astronomy Education, the Observatoire
de Paris, and the Astronomical Institute of the Academy of Sciences
of the Czech Republic, have decided to take advantage of this
unique opportunity to launch an ambitious educational programme
aimed at stimulating and activating the broad public and introducing
into Europe’s schools the subject of the Venus 2004 transit with its
multiple historical, cultural, scientific and technological aspects. A
provisional overview of the main goals and means of this pro-
gramme is given at the VI-2004 website, now in the process of be-
ing set up.

We cordially invite your planetarium, public observatory or as-
sociation to join this exceptional programme by becoming an insti-
tutional member of this international network! You may do so by
sending an email to vi-2004@eso.org. Please state in this email which
(kind of) activities (if any) you are planning in connection with the
Venus Transit 2004.

"‘T:F?ANSIT
2004

http://www.eso.org/vt-2004
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