ANNOUNCEMENTS
ESO Workshop on

Large Programmes and Public Surveys
Garching, Germany, 19–21 May 2003
An evaluation of the scientific success of the first completed Large Programmes at the VLT and public surveys should take place before the survey telescopes VST and VISTA start operating. To assess the scientific return of the Large Programmes ESO is organizing a
three-day workshop in Garching.
Background
In 1996, on request of the OPC, a working group was formed to discuss the future of ‘Key Programmes’ in the era of the VLT. The
description of Large Programmes in the Call for Proposals reflects the recommendations by the working group.
The working group further suggested that “at about the time of the start of operations of UT3 the definition of the Large Programmes
and its implementations should be reconsidered”.
VST operations are planned to start in 2004 and a major fraction of the time at this telescope, and later on VISTA, shall be dedicated
to surveys. The workshop will address the issue on how best to deal with surveys for these telescopes.
Reason for the Workshop
ESO feels it is time to evaluate the scientific success of the first completed Large Programmes at the VLT. Since surveys in effect are
Large Programmes (and many of them have been implemented as such at ESO) the relation of surveys to other forms of observational
programmes should be discussed as well. This should provide an overview of the scientific return and a chance to re-assess the validity
of the Large Programmes.
All Large Programmes that are either completed or near completion shall present their scientific results and the impact the project had
in its field.
With the VST and VISTA on the horizon a discussion of Public Surveys at ESO is indicated as well. A special session will be devoted
to discussing the handling of surveys at ESO in the future.
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Format
The workshop will start with a presentation of every Large Programme up to Period 69. A discussion session to assess the effectiveness of the Large Programme concept is planned to follow. The extant surveys at ESO will be presented and schemes for efficient use
of the survey telescopes evaluated in a separate discussion session.
Registration
Participants are asked to register for the workshop using the form available at http://www.eso.org/surveys03
Deadline for the registration is 1 April, 2003.
Please note that only a limited amount of participants can be accepted due to space limitations.

ESO Workshop on
High-Resolution Infrared Spectroscopy in Astronomy
ESO-Headquarters, Garching near Munich, November 18-21, 2003
Infrared spectroscopy at a resolution of a few km/s offers a unique tool to study rotational-vibrational transitions of many abundant molecules as well as important atomic lines in a multitude of interesting astrophysical environments. Applications include the possible direct
detection of exosolar planets, measurements of the abundances and magnetic fields of stars, studies of ISM chemistry and the kinematics of stars and gas in galactic centres.
In this workshop the latest status of the high-resolution infrared spectroscopic capabilities of the VLT (CRIRES, VISIR) and other observatories shall be presented.
For space reasons the number of participants is limited to 110.
More details, preliminary programme and registration form can be retrieved from
http://www.eso.org/gen-fac/meetings/ekstasy2003
or contact
ekstasy2003@eso.org for further information
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