trum of HE0515-44. There are different
ways to produce a void in the forest: a
large fluctuation in the gas density of
the absorbers, an enhanced UV ionis-
ing radiation from nearby QSOs, feed-
back from forming galaxies or AGN
heating the proto-cluster gas. In partic-
ular Theuns et al. (2000) have shown
how a typical quasar sight-line inter-
sects one protocluster per unit redshift.
It is interesting to note that the void B in
the spectrum of HE2217-2818 corre-
sponds to a region of above-than-aver-
age Doppler parameter (see above), in-
dicating that the gas in the void has
been heated. To give a definitive an-
swer about the nature of these voids,
deep imaging and follow-up spec-
troscopy are needed, in order to identi-
fy possible AGN and/or galaxies at the
redshift of the voids. This is a challeng-
ing programme but well within the pos-
sibilities of the VLT.
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SILLA SITE

Personnel Movements

In September we welcomed new
team member Lisa Germany from
Australia. Lisa is a new ESO Fellow
and has interests in supernovae and
their use in cosmological distance de-
terminations.

September, however, was also a

month for departures when we said
goodbye to long-time team member
James Brewer. James was a pivotal
member of the 2p2 Team since his ar-
rival at ESO in 1996. He has returned
to Canada to take up a position at the
University of British Columbia, in
Vancouver, Canada. We wish him all
the best under northern skies.
At the start of November, Rene Men-
dez formally took charge as Team
Leader, replacing Patrick Francois,
who will continue working with the
team into early 2001.

First Stage of BOB-P2PP
Software Installation
at the ESO/MPG 2.2-m

The first commissioning period for
the Broker for Observation Block (BOB)
software at the ESO/MPG 2.2-m took
place during October 7 to 16. This soft-
ware will allow the 2.2-m to be con-
trolled through observation blocks
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(OBs) in the same way as the VLT, 3.6-
m and NTT telescopes. Thanks to the
hard efforts of Tatiana Paz, Cristian
Urrutia and Eduardo Robledo (of the La
Silla Software and Communications
Team), the several months of software
writing in the lead-up to its first-test at
the telescope paid off. During the
October test nights it was possible to
move the telescope around the sky and
execute sequences of short test expo-
sures, using OBs.

Much work is needed to refine and
test the code in the coming months,
particularly in the way it communicates
between the telescope, CCD controller
and image acquisition software. Thus,
part of the challenge lies in coordinating
the separate tasks of these systems,
which may be called upon many times
during a single sequence.

Additional technical time in Novem-
ber and December will be used to com-
plete the development and testing. In
the meantime, a new Instrument Pack-
age containing WFI-specific templates
for use in P2PP is undergoing revision
and testing.

Sub-Arcsecond Images with the
Wide-Field Imager

On the night of October 19-20, the
Wide-Field Imager (WFI) was produc-

ing 20-minute B-band exposures of 0.6
arcsec seeing. This impressive result
demonstrates the significant gains that
the recent work of Alain Gilliotte and
Gerardo Ihle on the 2.2-m image quali-
ty have made. In the past, the 2.2-m
has exhibited occasional astigmatism
under certain pointing conditions (2p2
Team Report, The Messenger No.
100). However, recent improvements to
the fixed points on which the M1 mirror
sits by the opto-mechanical teams on
La Silla, have diminished these effects.
However, careful focus control is es-
sential to take full advantage of these
improvements.

On the same night, the WFI delivered
1.2-arcsec images at an airmass of 1.8,
and closely followed the seeing meas-
ured by the DIMM seeing monitor.

Telescope
Information

Remember to consult the 2p2 Team
Web pages when you require any infor-
mation about the ESO 1.52-m, Danish
1.54-m or ESO/MPG 2.2-m telescopes.
These are regularly updated with re-
cent news postings and information for
new observers. They can be visited at
http://lwww.ls.eso.org/lasilla/Telescopes
12p2T/ .



