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Powerful Telescopes
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Powerful Instruments



Operations - Model

LaSilla Paranal User Workshop, March 12-14, 2018



LaSilla Paranal User Workshop, March 12-14, 2018

Operations - Tools
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Active Science Community
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Science Return!

Publications 
ESO publication statistics are derived from the Telescope Bibliography (telbib), a database of refereed articles that directly use 
ESO data. telbib is maintained by the ESO library. Here, we provide some basic statistics to give an overview of publications 
and citations for the publication years 1996-2017. 

Notes: 
VLT/VLTI: papers using data generated by VLT and VLTI instru-
ments, including visitor instruments for which observing time is 
recommended by the ESO OPC (Observing Programmes  
Committee), e.g., VLT Ultracam, VLTI PIONIER.  

La Silla: papers using data generated by facilities located on  
La Silla, including visitor instruments for which observing time is 
recommended by the ESO OPC, e.g., NTT Ultracam. Papers 
based on data from non-ESO telescopes or observations obtained 
during ‘private’ periods are not included. 

Survey telescopes: papers using data generated by ESO’s  
survey telescopes VISTA and VST 

APEX: papers using data generated by APEX, including visitor 
instruments for which observing time is recommended by the ESO 
OPC, e.g., APEX P-Artemis, APEX Z-Spec. Other visitor instru-
ments (e.g., APEX/CONDOR) are excluded. Only papers based 
(entirely or partly) on ESO APEX time are included. 

ALMA: papers using data generated by ALMA. Only papers based 
(entirely or partly) on European ALMA time are included. 

Papers can use data from more than one facility, therefore 
the total number cannot be calculated by simply adding all 
publications of the individual sites, telescopes, or instru-
ments.  

Publication and citation statistics mentioned in this report 
date from February 2018.  

ESO Library, Karl-Schwarzschild-Strasse 2, 85748 Garching near Munich, Germany, library@eso.org  /  http://telbib.eso.org  	 !3

Fig. 1: Refereed papers using ESO data
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VLTI
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Survey 

tel.
APEX ALMA Total

1996 350 350

1997 388 389

1998 405 405

1999 29 324 348

2000 52 300 342

2001 105 316 399

2002 159 288 408

2003 260 305 512

2004 342 316 588

2005 359 297 607

2006 413 279 12 640

2007 495 312 1 718

2008 486 289 8 689

2009 473 260 15 660

2010 510 277 2 28 738

2011 555 286 13 27 786

2012 616 270 30 40 16 867

2013 567 273 38 44 40 842

2014 563 267 73 47 47 871

2015 555 211 94 33 73 865

2016 566 199 109 49 134 947

2017 628 229 151 46 152 1.084
Table 1: Number of refereed papers using ESO data 

(see also http://telbib.eso.org/pubstats_overview.php)

http://www.eso.org/sci/libraries/edocs/ESO/ESOstats.pdf
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Science Archive as a Resource
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Science Archive Interface

Stay tuned, release imminent!


