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Presentation

• Chilean

• Librarian, Master in Librarianship and Information

“Diplomado” or post-graduated in:

• Historical Archives

• Media to Communicate Heritage

Current position Librarian and Conference Logistic “Expert” at ESO

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
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Library

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
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Presentation

• What is ESO

• Historical Archive Project

• Opportunities & challenges- Can we have an archive at ESO?

• Next-steps

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
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ESO

The European Southern Observatory (ESO) is the pre-eminent intergovernmental science and

technology organisation in astronomy. It carries out an ambitious programme focused on the design,

construction and operation of powerful ground-based observing facilities for astronomy.

• The ESO Headquarters are located in Garching, near Munich, Germany

• The ESO Offices in Chile are located in Vitacura Santiago, Chile

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
Image composition showing all the ESO observatories and the Headquarters.
Credit:ESO/M. Kornmesser
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ESO Sites
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La Silla

Credit: Gerhard Hüdepohl/ESO

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.

La Silla Observatory is located on the outskirts of the Chilean Atacama Desert, 600 km north of 

Santiago de Chile and at an altitude of 2400 meters. Founded in 1969 its ESO’s first telescope.
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Paranal

Credit:G.Hüdepohl (atacamaphoto.com)/ESO

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.

At 2635 meters above sea level in the Atacama Desert of Chile, ESO’s Paranal Observatory 

founded in 1996, is one of the very best astronomical observing sites in the world. House of 

the VLT & VISTA 
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ALMA

Credit:G.Hüdepohl (atacamaphoto.com)/ESO

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.

Located high on the Chajnantor plateau in the Chilean Andes. ALMA is a single telescope of

revolutionary design, composed initially of 66 high-precision antennas, was founded in 2013 by

ESO, NRAO y NAOJ.
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ELT

Credit:G.Hüdepohl (atacamaphoto.com)/ESO

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.

Since 2005 ESO has been working with its community and industry to develop an extremely large 

optical/infrared telescope. ESO’s Extremely Large Telescope, or ELT for short (2029-2030)
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The Library, Documentation, and 
Information Services (LDIS) department

Historical Archive Project 
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Historical Archive Project

Where can we find interesting documents/objects?

• La Silla Observatory

• Old telescopes

• Old offices

• Control room

• Technical rooms

• Paranal Observatory

• Storage

• PDM

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.

• Library Garching/Chile

• Collection

• Digital documents

• Observatory reports

• EHA ESO Historical Archives

(stored at Garching)
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Historical Archive Project

What can we find here?

• Internal documents

• Correspondence

• Meetings reports

• Documents about the construction of the sites, why Chile?

• Finance reports

• Agreements with other institutions

• Pictures

• Night reports

• Objects

• Plates

• Maps, plans

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.

Photo 1: ESO's '"Zeekoegat Sta/ion" in 1962, in the background ESO buildings and

houses. Photograph by D. Beintema.

Photo 2: Route to Cerro Morado, Photograph by Dr. K. Edmondson.
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Historical Archive Project  

The History of Astronomy in Documents

• Documents added as a result of correspondence

carried in the course of writing the book "ESO's Early

History”

• Archives of Adriaan Blaauw

Involved on the creation and development of ESO as

Secretary of the ESO Committee, as Scientific Director

in the years 1968 and 1969, and as Director General

during the years 1970-1974.)

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
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Historical Archive Project   
The History of Astronomy in Documents EHA

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.

ESO HISTORICAL ARCHIVES
Summary of Contents, December 1992

I.DOCUMENTS RECEIVED FROM OUTSIDE ESO
I.A. Archives J.H.Oort
I.A.1. Documents donated by J.H.Oort to L.Woltjer
I.A.2. Documents donated by J.H.Oort to A.Blaauw
I.C. Archives A.Blaauw
I.C.1. Documents pertaining to the Secretariat of the ESO Committee (the committee that 
preceded the Council) with the exclusion of documents concerning the site-testing expeditions
I.C.2. Documents pertaining to the Secretariat of the ESO Committee concerning the site-testing 
expeditions
I.C.3. Documents concerning the Working Group for Buildings 1963-1965
I.C.4. Other documents prior to 1968
I.C.5. Documents pertaining to the Scientific Directorship, 1968-1969
I.C.6. Documents pertaining to the General Directorship, 1970 through 1974
I.C.7. Documents pertaining to the Chairmanship of the Board of Directors of the Journal 
Astronomy and Astrophysics, 1967-1979

II. DOCUMENTS ORIGINATING FROM INSIDE ESO
II.A. Documents from file "ESO Allgemeinw”, 1961-1964
II.B. Documents from file "Seeing Chile vom 1 Jan.1964"
II.C. Documents from file “ESO Publications Aug. I963 - 31 Dec 1971"
II.D. Library 1969-1974
II.E. Instrumentation Committee, correspondence Dec 1972 - October 1975
II.F. Archives H. van der Laan, 1988-1992

III. DOCUMENTS ADDED AND CORRESPONDENCE CARRIED IN THE COURSE OF 
WRITING THE BOOK "ESO'S EARLY HISTORY", 1988-1991
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The ESO 1-metre Schmidt telescope (1971)

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.

Credit: ESO

Historical Archive Project
The History of Astronomy in Documents & Objects
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Historical Archive Project

What kind of problems do we face?

 What is going to be part of the archive

 Not a priority for the institution

 Limited staff and time

 Duplicates and old formats

 Main materials at observation sites

 Problems identifying material

 Documents stored at personal archives

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
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Can we have an archive?
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“An archive, is one or more sets of documents, whatever their date, form, and 
material support, accumulated in a natural process by a person or public or 

private institution during its management.  

Preserved, respecting that order, to serve as testimony and information for the 
person or institution that produces them, for citizens or to serve as sources of 

history.” (Heredia, 1991)

Qualities   

Authenticity - Reliability - Integrity - Usability

Characteristics

Only retained if they have long-term historical value

Archives are not consciously created as historical records

Archives are diverse in form

(International Council of Archives)

• Respect des fonds (origin)

• Define the structure previously

• Define a digital preservation plan

Archives, definitions & rules

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
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Classification

ESO Historical 
Archive

Fund Adrian 
Blaaw

Series 
Institutional 
Foundation 

Series 
Developments 

in Chile

Series 
Exploration

Series Council 
Meetings

Fund La Silla 
Observatory

Construction of 
the site

Cerro la Silla

Telescopes

ESO 3.6 NTT Schmidt

Fund Paranal 
Observatory

VLT 

Telescope

Construction Engineering

La Residencia Survey 
Telescopes

Construction Engineering

Fund ELT

Construction

Dome

Telescope

IOP

ESO 
Institutional

ESO 

Vitacura

Construction

ESO 

Garching

Council & 
Member States

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
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Classification

ESO Historical 
Archive

Fund Adrian 
Blaaw

Serie 
Institutional 
Foundation

Subseries 
European 

Observatories in 
the South

Subseries 
Convention 
Formation

Serie 

Exploration

Subseries 
Explorations in 

Chile

Subseries 
Exploration in 
South-Africa

Serie 
Developments 

in Chile

Subseries 
Instrumentation 

Committee

Subseries 
Telescope 

Construction

Serie Council 
Meetings

Subseries 
Engineering

Subseries 
Financing

Sub-fund 
Projects in Chile

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
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Record Description

Information:Field

DE-AHE-BLA01-des-sil_4_10 (Germany, Adriaan Blaaw Fund, 
Development Series in Chile, La Silla Observatory Subseries, 
Box 4, Folder 10)Reference Code:
La Silla Access MapTitle:
1964Date(s):
A.B. MullerAuthor(s) Creator(s):
ESO DirectorateRecipient(s):
MapDocument Type:
PaperSupport:
A3Format:
2 sheetsExtension:
ENLanguage:

Map of the access roads to the territory of La Silla, in the Region 
of Coquimbo

Summary/Scope and 
Content:

La Silla, observatoryKeywords:
Map indicating the best access routes to Cerro La SillaObservations:
Box 4, file 10Location:
NoDigitized:
Restricted AccessAccess Restrictions:

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
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Next steps

- Define definite Funds 

- Describe archive structure and normative according to ISAD G

- Define Software and Digital Preservation Policies

Define where we are going to store, and how? (Santiago, Garching?)

- Begin the process of scanning material and process them

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
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Next steps…future ( & forever)

- Look for an Intern in the areas of: 

archives, history, libraries

- Scan and process the Historical Archives in Garching

- Process the materials from La Silla

- Travel to Paranal to select material

- Scan and process material from Paranal

- Seek expert help for identification & description of materials

Conference LISA 10, November 3-7, 2025. ESO Santiago, Chile.
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